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Lee was born into a middle-class merchant family in 
1907. His grandfather owned a store in the Chung Shan dis- 
trict of Canton. The entire family lived in a village ten 
miles from the city. When Lee was several years old his fath- 
er left for Singapore and there established a dry goods store. 

Lee had no brothers and sisters, eer thanks to the suc- 
cess of his father's business, he was able to attend a private 
school when he was five years old. There were very few boys in 
his village who had such an opportunity. There was no modern 
school in the village, and at Lee's school he was taught the 
classics of his nation. He, as did most of the other boys in 
the school, developed little appreciation for studies pre- 
sented by a teacher too free with physical punishment. 

Afew years after his graduation from this school he was 
sent to a middle school in another city. He was fifteen years 
old, and found an interest in social problems and tried to solve 
them.through participation in student moverents. He remembered 
tavwate grandfather had been a small landlord in the village, 
that once, after a severe flood,he had refused any reduction 
in rent to the kneeling, starving peasants who begged a lit- 
le mercy. Even as a small boy Lee had sided with the peasants; 
now, in his early manhood, he rallied students to the support 
of the anti-militaristic movement in China. 

At the age of nineteen Lee graduated from the middle 
school, and was made a teacher in the village granmar school 


at a salary of five hundred dollars yearly. 


Under pressure from his family Lee married a girl whom 
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he had never before seen. Lee disliked such a union, and 
when a son was born to his wife he had only a moment of 
gratitude; for shortly after this his father died, leaving 
Lee himself the master, and breadnmaker, of the entire fam- 
119% 

Lee was fortunate in one respect: his father had left 
him enough money to travel to the United States. It was need- 
less for him to borrow a penny for the trip. He sailed almost 
at once and landed in San Francisco in 1929. 

For the first time in his life Lee worked as a garment 
worker in a factory owned WF a Chinese boss. He received for- 
ty dollars monthly for his services. A year later he worked 
at hard labor in the fields. He had never been in such a po- 
sition before, and truly felt that his coming to America, a 
land where his race was slighted, had been truly a curse. 

In the year 1931 the depression had spread, and Lee, 
too, was drawn into this vertex. He was unemployed, and saw 
no Way out of his suffering. And when he received word from 
his family asking him for money he was thoroughly discouraged. 

After the depression Lee was able to find part-time work, 
and has found nothing steady, to his liking, at present. He has 
never been able to send money back to China, and considers 


himself a complete failure in an alien civilization. 
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Mr. Hong, the only son of a Chinese well-to-do merchant 
was born in the Leong Doe District, Canton, China in 1892. 
His father returned to his business in CAlifornia when Mr. 
Hong was about one month old. An old spinster was engaged 
as a governess and a nee to teach him and look after hin. 
Spinsters in those days were very rare. That one was very 
fond of the child and so she was very attentive to her charge. 
She taught Mr. Hong how to sing the songs intended for young= 
sters, and she read poems to him in a rhythmic manner which— 
Mr. Hong repeated after her. When he was three years old, 
the governess taught him how to read by picture method. She 
taught him how to write and read simple words. She taught 
him until he was six years old, when he was sent to a private 
school in the village, to learn Chinese. 

This sehool had an enrollment of forty-five pupils. No 
girls were permitted to enroll, for they went to sep rate 
school. Of course, in those days were no co-educational in- 
stitutions. As a matter of fact, girls were not sent to school 
for their education until after the Chinese Revolutionary War 
in 1911. From then on, gradually more schools fro girls were 
built and co-educational institutions became more popular. 

Mr. Hong was taught the standard subjects as outlined by Chin= 


ese educational committees ofthat district. Chinese, was 
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the major subject, then philosophy of Confucius, composition, 
letter-writing, and sentence forming. 

He remained at this school until he was thirteen. Then 
his parents sent him to a secondary boarding school in Canton 
city. The courses he studied were more of advanced nature. 
Besides, he was given optional courses or subjects to choose 
from. He chose higher mathematics, business and biology. He 
studied four years at this secondary school. Then, he spent 
one year at a Junior college. Before he entered the second 
year, his father in California sent for him. 

Mr. Hong's father sent him $500 for transportation and 
incidental expenses. In 1910 he bought a passage on a Jap= 
anese steamer bound for San Francisco. I1t took him thirty- 
four days to reach his destination, although ordinarily it 
took those old type steamers twenty-nine days to cross the 
Pacific Ocean. Upon his arrival in San Francisco he was met 
at the pier by his father. Three weeks afterwards, his fath- 
er hired a private tutor to teach him English and he studied 
for five and a half months. Then his father sent him to work 
in his dry goods store where he was taught to make dresses on 
electric sewing machines. He had to learn the business of the 
dry goods store, right from the bottom up, for sooner or later 
he woud inherit it from his father. 


He had worked here for two years when his mother wpote to 
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his father and suggested tha Mr. Hong was old enough to settle 
down. She persuaded hig to send their son back to China to 
marry. In fact, she had already betrothed him to a young 
maiden from a neighboring village. Shortly after that, Mr. 
Hong returned to his home in China. 

Two months after his return to his home, he was married. 
The matrimonial celebration lasted ten days and many guests 
were invited. Every day banquets were given and all kinds of 
things were planned for entertaining the guests. The wedding 
celebration contained one custom which was practiced by no 
other nationality with the exception of Japan. That custom 
was the teasing of the bride. No matter how embarrassing it 
might prove, the bride and the bridegroom could never show 
any signs of anger or indifference. If they did the guests 
would feel hurt or insulted, and that meant that the guests 
were not welcome. Of coure, the host always requested the 
guests to enjoy themselves py teasing the bride. Thye bride 
was teased by having to sing songs, compose poems, play with 
the bridegroom, drink, play games, and many other ridiculous 
and silly things. Why all this foolishness, one might ask? 
As a rule, brides are supposed to be bashful and modest and 
are always called blushing prides. Well, a bride must prove 
that she is a bashful and blushing bride who is modest. Kid-= 
napping a bride from the bridegroom is one of the practices 


of the western people resembling somewhat the Chinese custome 
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Six months after he was married, Mr. Hong returned to 
Amerie a with his wife. This time, he was given full charge of 
his father's business. He kept at this for nearly a year. 
Business prospered and the store was enlarged. Consequently, 
more employees were hired. He worked very hard. The store 
was opened early in the morning and closed at nine in the ev=- 
ening. Such long hours were to accommodate their customers 
who were mostly fammers in the neighboring vicinity. This 
store was located in a town which had a populatioh of 123,000. 

Then came a happy event of his life, a boy was born to his 
wife. In the old days the Chinese people eivaya preferred 


boys as first born. [This idea was characteristic of the As- 


a 


iatie nations. | He went to San Francisco Chinatown to celebrate. 


There he invited all his friends and relatives to banquets. 

At the banquets, red eggs (dyed with red paper) were passed 
around. A banquet dinner in honor of the birth of a child 
always has red eggs as sybols of good luck and fruitfulness. 
This celebration cost him and his father about $600. A Chin= 
ese banquet is always served at a round table for ten persons. 
The cost of the banquets depends on how much one wants to 
spend on each table. Banquet dinner is always ordered by the 
table and costs from five dollaré up to thirty-five dollars. 
The higher the price goes, the more courses are offered. Bene 


six to nineteen couses are included and this does not include 
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10 other side dishes such as relishes, appetizers and desserts. 
After the celebrations, Mr. Hong and his family returned to 
their country home. 

He managed the dry goods “eeeee efficiently. Business 
was on the upward trend, and then came the world's catastrophe 
in 1917. The United States enetered the war in April. Mr. 
Hong was not drafted for service on account of ill health and 
consequently was stationed at the military hospital until the 
armistice was signed. After the war, Mr. Hong returned to his 
business. Not very long after his return to his old business, 
his father's store was cogpletely burned down. It was learned 
later that some one who ran the same sort of business became 
jealous of Mr. Hong's business. This competitor of Mr. Hongs 
hired some rowdies to set fire to his business. The fire ine 
spector could not determine the cause of the fire. Mr. Hong 
lost all his belongings in this fire. In fact, the store's 
fire insurance had expired two days before the tragedy. It 
was rather difficult to get along without income of any sort, 
so Mr. Hong moved his family to San Francisco Chinatown. | 

He then went to work on a potato plantation or farm in 
which his father had a 75% interest. This farm was located 
near the foot of a mountain, and nearby there was plenty of 
wild animals, especially coyotes. Onelate afternoon, Mr. Hong 


rode on one of his old horses to town for mail. Just as he 
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was within fifty feet from the foot of the mountain he saw 
some coyotes running towards and heading for the farm. He 
raised his rifle and was about to sheot them down, for they 
destroyed many domestic antimals and poultry. Suddenly he 
heard someone shout behind him, "Don't shoot them down. If 
you do, you will find a pack of these coyotes which run in a 
pack of thousands. They will attack you and eat you up, so 
leave them alone." It was too late for he already shot down 
two of them. He ran for his house on the farm, as fast as 
he could. No sooner has he entered his house than a great 
pack of coyotes was stampeding through the five hundred acres 
of farm land. Fortunately there was nothing in their path, 
for all domestic animals and poultry were locked up in the 
barn. He certainly hadone narrow eseape from being eaten 
up by a pack of coyotes. Mr. Hong worked on the farm as 

an overseer or superintendant. He kept at it for two years 
and then he took his family back to China. He returned to 
California in 1928 leaving his family behind. this time 

he he bought a small hotel and had it ever since. ‘the 
business ran smoothly, and he made énough money to byy two 
houses. He bought one house in the town in which he owned 
the hotel, and also bought one in the village in China for 
his own family. 


Mr. Hong is a father of one boy and two girls. The boy 
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is a mechanical engineer and the two girls are music teachers 
in China. Mr. Hong advises hard work for anyone who wishes 

to be successful. One must be conscientious, honest and 
punctual in whatever one undertakes. He does not approve of 
intermarriage between “hinese and persons of the Caucasian 

race. He loves America, but he does not like the existing 
racial prejudices towards the Chinese. In spite of this, 

he admires the American ideals and customs which are gone tiene 
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| a Q. was born in China in 1881, one of a family of five 
children whose parents owned several mus of well-worked soil. 
This land produced not only food for the family, but a sur- 
z plus which was sold as well. Full production was essential 
= “eo: the life of the family, and the children, as well as the 
a, parents, spent most of their time in the fields. The only 
break in the year occurred during the New Year festivals, which 
lasted about a week. The rest of the year was gpent in hard 
worke 
When @. was ten years old he was doing the work of a 
mane When the crops were ready he would sleep in the fields 
to protect them from the pandits who roamed the fieids and 
made their living from stealing food. These robbers would 
seldom attack anyone, and when finding fields guarded would 
usually go elsewhere. Q.'s job was to make as much noise as 
sossible when a band of these robbers approached, and he of- 
ten awakened his family half-a-dozen a night during the har- 
vest seasck. | 
“When the crops were all in, 2. and his father would load 
the surplus on a small wagon which they would pull to town, 
for they had neither horses nor oxen. On arriving in town they 
would display their stock in the market-place, and then the 
pargaining would begin. No merchant ever set a reasonable price 
the first time, and the buyer, realizing this, always came 
prepared to bargain. There followed a regular din all day long 
in the market-place with merchants and buyers shouting at the 


tops of their voices, trying to reach an understanding. 
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When Q. was seventeen years old he was married to the 
daughter of a neighbor, and his wife came to live with his 
family in order to help out with the work. A son and daugh-= 
ter nad been born after three years, and the house they lived 
in, which had always been crowded, was now impossibly small. 
An addition consisting of two rooms was built, and these were 
used by &., his wife and children. 

In Q.'s twenty-fifth year his father died, and he became 
Sole ruler of the poor estate. That very year there was much 
misfortune, for the rain was light and the crops failed; in 
addition, there was not enough food to go around. 

Qe then went to town to obtain a job, but most all the 
businesses had been hurt by the adverse weather conditions. 
He continued his quest until he reached a port. Here he was 
approached by an agent who asked him to sign a contract to go 
to Vancouver, British Columbia, where he would be given work. 
He signed immediately, for he had understood only that there 
was a job, and was taken to a ship where geveral hundred of 
his countrymen were waiting already. The journey proved to be 
a nightmare. 

Those who survived the trip arrived in Vancouver half 
none but were immediately put to work in the mines. They work- 
ed fourteen hovrs a day, and were mistreated by the overseers. 
After seventeen months 9. escaped from the place and roamed the 
Gountry for several months. At length he found himself in Seat- 


tle, without knowing just how he got there. He met some of his 
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countrymen who took him in and nursed him back to health. Af- 

ter several weeks of idleness he joined a fishing schooner 

_ Which made several trips during the year between coastal ports. 
After a year at this kind of work he had filled out and 

had gained his strength back. On the next trip,when the boat 

touched San Francisco), he deserted it and went to some look up 

some of his relxtives there. 

-Phey took him in and found a job for him at Fisherman's 
Wharf. Herve’ he joined a ship that went out for a catch before 
dawn and returned later to dispose of the fish at the dock. He 
is still doing this work, but has his own boat now, and has 
geveral men working for nim. In all these years he has neither 
seen nor heard from his wife and children, and shows no real 
desire to go back to China. He makes a good living, enjoys his 
business, and expects to spend his remaining days in San Fran- 
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Mr. ium, the second son of a poor fisherman, was born 
in @ very small interior village in Canton, China in 1860. 
When he was an infant ete cet cee parental attention. 
His father left the house every morning at sunrise to earn 
his livelihood by fishing. He had to be back in time for 
the market, then he went home after sunset. Naturally he 
was not able to spend much time with his children. As for 
his mother, the family was so poor that she had to doa 
great deal of work out in the open. She attended to the 
Same old routine every day. She dried all the fish that her 
husband caught which could not be sold and preserved them. 
She also shelled shrimps and dried them. She packed these 
dried fish and shrimps into rattan baskets and carried them 
to market. She suspended the baskets on both ends of a pole 
from her shoulder. It was quite a burden. At night his 
mother taught him how to read a little. As a rule, Chinese 
are very fond éf boys. His parents were no exception to the 
rule. The trouble was that neither his father nor his mo- 
ther had time to give him the necessary care. He was allowed 
to romp about the home. As a baby and youngster, Mr. Tum had 
his meals very irregularly. The family lived on what money 


they made by selling sea foods, and just got by without star- 


ving. 
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When Mr. lum was eight years old, fate took a hand in 
his father's destiny. A small fish market hired his father 
to work for them for two dollars a month pay. They paid 
him this amount because he was familiar with everything a- 
bout fish. Mr. Ium's father was very happy when he was paid 
two dollars a month as wages, for in those by-gone days in 
China wages were very low and he considered himself lucky. 
Beside this small income, the mother sold sea foods at the 
market. Mr. Lum's father kept his fish market job for more 
than two years. During this period he saved up @ little mo- 
ney. So he sent Mr. ium to school. He was indeed very glad 
to have his father send him to school. His brother also 
went to school with him. He studied until he was fourteen 
years old. Then he left school end helped support his fami- 
ly by working in the village market. He worked until he was 
about sixteen years old. Then one day by chance, he heard 
from a cousin of his that in America one could find many op- 
portunities. Such a statement fired his imgination, but he 
kept this to himself for several months. 

Finally he got enough courags to talk to his father a- 
bout this matter. He told him what he had heard about the 
wonderful opportunities in America. He claimed that he was 
old enough to be able to go out into the world to earn his 


own livelihood. Mr. lum also told his parents that he wished 
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to go to America to find his fortune. He knew very well 
that his father had not enough money to buy him a passage on 
any type or class of boat. On the other hand, his parents 
knew very well that he was quite eager to take that trip 
across the Pacific Ocean. They knew that they had no money 
on hand, so a loan of three hundred dollars was made on their 
four acres of farm lands whieh sooe benaed down to them by 
their great great grandfather. 

In 1876, li. Ium's father bought him a passage on a 
schooner bound for California. Before he started on his o- 
cean journey, his mother went to the village shrine to pray 
for her son's safety across the dangerous sea. She made sa- 
erificial offers before the God of the seven Seas, and asked 
Him to look after her son during his trip across the ocean. 
Ocean trips in those days were usually dangerous and full of 
untold happenings. After all these religious preliminaries, 
Mr. Lum went aboard the schooner and started on the trip 
without any relatives to accompany him. 

Half way across the ocean his ship ran across a whale 
of tremendous size. A panic broke out among the passengers. 
All the Chinese aboard this ship were practically scared 60 
death. Because of their superstitious natures) they threw 
all sorts of edibles into the water. ‘The purpose of this wag 


to entice the whale to eat all these things in order that it 
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would not pay any attention to the ship. Curiously enough, 
after the edibles were thrown into the water, the whale 
Cleared away from the boat. As soon as the mammal was out 
of sight, the Chinese passengers immediately burned their 
[religious sacrificial offers (which were represented by 
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some sorts of paper mde into different shapes 
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their way of thanking the God of the Seven Seas for having 
saved their lives. ‘The ship encountered many destructive 
winds before it finally arrived in California, and it took 
liz. Lum about five months to reach his destination. 

He landed in San Francisco in September, 1876. As soon 
as he arrived there he went immediately to the Chinese sec- 
‘tion of the City. At that time there was no such thing as 
Chinatown as we know it today, and the Chinese lived on the 
outskirts of the city. Wr. Ium inquired at every Chinese 
house with the purpose of finding employment. During the 
first week he failed to find anything, and he was compelled 
to sell his queue band in order to have some money for food. 
He did not have to pay rent because he was living ata 
friend's house. The amount of money he got for his queue 
band lasted only four days. The queue band is a silk thread 
of from fifteen to thirty-six inches long, and about an eighth 
of an inch thick. It was used to tie the end of the queue 


or to tie the whole thing around the crown of the head when 
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one is working in order to get the queue out of the way. 
The queue bands were worth about three oF five dollars. of 
course, they are no longer used today. 

At the end of his first week in San francisco, Mir. lum 
found employment in a Chinese grocery store as a cook. He 
received fifteen dollars & month for his work. Such & wage 
was considered fair in those old days and he stayed at this 
job for threes years. Then he obtained petter pay as 4 cook 
in a Chinese laundry, but he had to work fourteen hours & 
day. Hach week he was allowed a half day off to attend 
school where he studied English. Thig time he worked about 
four years and saved up about eight hundred dollars. 

In 1884 he took a trip back to China to ses his parents. 
Me first thing he did when he arrived home was to settle 
debts for nis father. He wasn't home more than two weeks 
when his parents insisted that he should marry, for he was 
twenty-four years old. So they picked out a girl for him 
and the wedding took place very gsoone Then the wedding ¢ce- 
Lebration lasted only three days. He remained in the vil- 
lage for 4 year and three mouths. ‘Three months after the 
pirth of his first boy, he returned to America and landed in 
San Francisco in 1887. It took him three weeks pefore he 
could find eset in a Chines¢ gro cery store as @ sales- 


men. He worked fare for seven years, after which he Left 
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the position and opened a grocery business of his own. He 
hired a boy to help hin. 

Again in 1894 he took a business trip back to China. 
He turned the business over to his cousin during his absence. 
He stayed with his own family for a year and a half. When 
he was about to return to America, a girl was born to his 
wife . He spent just enough time for the celebration of the 
birth of his second child, and returned to his business in 
San Francisco. From then on his business prospered rapidly. 
fhen he opened up other lines of business and put his first 
cousin in complete charge. Within six years, these two busi- 
ness establishments made ten thousand dollars elear profit 
for him. With some of this money he bought a small importing 
business in Hong Kong and placed his brother in charge of it. 
Then in 1900 he returned to China and brought his own family 
to America to live with him. ADhis businesses again pros- 
pered tremendously and in 1916 he bought 574 acres of wheat 
farming lands. Inside of two years he made $40,000. After 
the world war he lost about $15,000 on his other businesses. 

from 1920 on he began to speculate in stocks. Within 
eight years he made $85,000 from the stock market, but he was 
caught in the 1929 stock crash without any warnings. In one 
month he lost about $55,000 and the loss of this fortune 


nearly drove him made. Finally he gave up speculation and 
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put the balance of whatever money he had left in the bank 
for saving. 

Mr, Ium has one boy and one girl. His son is in charge 
of one of his large importing nowses in China. The daughter 
married an owner of a large textile factory in Tientsin, 
China. 

Mr. Ium advises anyone who wishes to be successful in 
any line of business or profession to be mtient, conscien-. 
tious, honest, willing, industrious and not afraid of hard 
work or long heard. These qualities in a person are the 
stepping stones to success. Jir. Lum likes America and her 
governmental system. He wefers the old-fashioned and con- 
ventional ideas of the 70's and the 90's of grandmothers’ 
days. The present om modern ideas of the young folks are 
too fast for him to keep up with. There is entirely too much 
drinking, fast life and killing. One thing that he doesn't 
like in America is the signing of contracts or notes... One 
has to put everything down in black and white. In China, the 
words or verbal agreements are always binding, but in America, 
even the written agreements are not binding enough. People 
often try to find loop holes to get away from their obliga- 
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Mr. Foo, the oldest son of a small village fruit dealer, 
was born in China in 1860. His father made just enough mon- 
ey to keep his family from starvation. in spite of the fact, 
they got along contentedly, for Mr. Foo's father claimed that 
money was not everything. There was excellent health in the 
family, a roof over their heads, and two meals a day to bring 
happiness. 

When Mr. Foo was = four years old, his father pase- 
sed away. Une died of ola’ age, at 92. Even the loss of his 
father did not leave the family penniless. Before he passed 
away y bX Bought 25 acfes of land which were suitable for farm- 
ing. (Besides, he had saved up a little time in attending to 
the farm and her children. | She hired two young men to@ do the 
farming for her. They were paid $3.00-cee@h, a month/for their 
labors. 

Such produce as rice, mustard greens, and other Chinese 
vegetables from their farm was sold at the village markets. 
They also had a few domestic animals andpoultry for their own 
use. By the time Mr. Foo was seven years old, his mother sent 
him to the regular village school, like all other boys in the 
village. In the begining he was very slow in learning his 
lessons. 


He did not progressin his studies. He learned Chinese 
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readers, arithmetic, the use of the abacus, and how to write 
compositions. He remained in this school until he was four= 
teen years of age. After this he enetered the secondary 
school in the county seat and here he spent two year of study 
in advanced work, including the subjects on economics, and 
farm managing. When he was seventeen years old, his mother 
took him out of school and had him help out with the farming 
business because he was the oldest son in the family. His 
two younger brothers were went to school in his place. 

When Mr. Foo was 18 years old, some relatives of his who 
just returned from America said that it was the land of op= 
portunities. ‘that news seemed to inspire him a great deal, 
so one night he talked to his mother about what he had heard 
about America. He confided in her about his ambition and 
wishes. She at first chided him, but she finally was persuaded 
that America was a good place to make one's fortunes. She 
realized that her family was not rich nor were they living 
comfortably, so she agreed with Mr. Foo about America. 

Then in 1880, Mr. Foo was given $200.00 to buy a passage 
on the boat bound for America. In the spring of that year 
he bought a passage on a schooner for America. Before he 
started on his journey, his mother went to the village shrine 
and prayed for her son. She begged the God of the Seven Seas 


to look after her son after during his trip across the ocean. 
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Two days after his mother's religious preliminaries he started 
for the port at Hong Kong. From here he went aboard one of 
those 19th century schooners, and started fon California. His 
journey across the Pacific Ocean was quite a pleasant one. 
There were neither storms nor typhoons, for it was summer time 
when the ship passed the midocean and the water was peaceful 
and calm. The only unpleasant thing about the journey was 
that Mr. Foo became seasick for three days. 

He arrived in California in the middle of July and landed 
in San Francisco. There he was met by a first cousin of his 
father's. He rode from the pier on one of those old buckboards 
to the Chinese section of the city. Then they had to cross 
an improvised bridge, made by Chinese who were compelled to use 
sucm means for crossing the other side of the street [or town.) 
At that time, the water from the San Francisco Bay flowed in-= 
ta Grant Avenue (known as Dupont St. to the Chinese people) 
at the foot of Sacrament Street, which started from Grant Av- 
enue. Thus the first bridge in California was built in San 
Francisco by the Chinese in Chinatown. 

Mr. Foo lived in a wooden shack or wooden frame build- 
ing with his cousin. His cousin opened a small Chinese and 
American Grocery store, and Mr. Foo worked around the store 
without any compensation, but he did peceive free room and 


board, and a little spending money. 
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He spent one hour each Sunday at a Church or Sunday school 
for Chinese, to learn his English lessons. During the week 
days he Jearned his English by waiting on American customers 
of the store. Two months after his apprenticeship he was giv- 
en $15 a month for his work. He worked here until he was 26. 
Then he took a trip home to see his mother and bppthers. Not 
very long after his return to his ancestral village, his moth- 
er reminded him that he had been betrothed to a young lady be- 
fore he left for America. Now that he was home he must ful- 
fill his obligations to the other contracting party. 

He was married in the village, one month after his re- 
turn from America. His wedding celebration lasted four dg, 
and during the festival, foods and liquors were served to 
those friends and relatives whom he invited. When the happy 
event was over, he remained in the village for nearly a year 
and a half. Just before he started to California a baby boy 
was born to his wife, and Mr. Foo was very happy. This time 
he could not very well have a big celebration even though 
his. first born was a boy, because his budget was rather lim- 
ited. So he invited his immediate relatives -nly to a ban-= 
quet. After this second happy event, he really started back 
to America. Mr. Foo left Hong Kong in 1888. 

He arrived back in San Francisco in the Fall of that 


year. Upon h:s arrival, he immediately sought empoyment, but 
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none could be found. He spent two weeks going from place to 
place, and it happened one day that he met an olf friend and 
schoolmate of his. Since they were talking about employment, 
Mr. Foo told him that he had not yet found any connection. 
His friend told him that an American friend of his father's 
needed a Chinese to do some work around the orchards. One 
must understand the art of grafting thoroughly, but Mr. Foo 
said that he would take a chance at this job since there was 
no harm in trying. Thence, his friend introduced him to his 
father's American friend, and Mr. Foo's friamd and his employ- 
er were surprised to learn that Mr. Foo was such an expert 

at this type of work. His employer raised his wage to $75.00 
a month, and by so doing he was assured of keeping a valuable 
man from his competitors. Mr. Foo was a great help to his 
employer's flower business, and remained at this job for six 
years. 

Again, in 1894 he took another trip back to China to see 
his own family and his mother. He stayed at home for three 
years. At the end of that period in China, a haby gtrl was 
born to his wife. This time he could afford to celebrate the 
happy event. This celebration cost him nine hundred dollars. 

Right after that he returned to America in 1897. Upon his 
arrival in San Francisco, he and some of his cousins formed a 


company for buying orchards. He was to take charge of all works 
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on the flowers and fruit. In other words, he was to do all 

the grafting, for the purpose of making new flowers and fruits. 
This orchard was sold to a large American florist and the tran- 
saction netted Mr. Foo alone, $3,000. Then he started another 
company, for selling seeds and bulbs of different variety of 
fruits and flowers. In 1900 he took another business trip to 
China. This time he imported many types of @hinese fruits 

and flowers which were to be tranplated in California. 

While he was at home he built a new house and also bought 
15 acres of fertile land. Flowers and fruits from California 
were transplanted on them. Soon, these lands attradted dy 
many visitors when the flowers were in blossom. 

In 1904 he took another trip back to China on business. 
This time he made plane to have all sorts of Chinese vegetable 
seeds and bulbs imported to California. He remained at home 
for three years until he finished his business. In 1906 ane 
other son was born to his wife and this time he invited all 
his friends, relatives, and neighbors to banquets and dinners 
in a celebration lasting ten days. 

Mr. Foo returned to California in 1908. He brought with 
him many Chinese vegetable seeds and bulbs, and distributed 
them to Chinese truck farmers thhoughout California. 

In 1910, Mr. Foo and a few of his wealthy friends, in- 


cluding his first American employer, formed a partnership. 
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They bought 1500 acres of land, and wheat and potatoes were 
planted. Within the period of twenty years, they made about 
$1,200,000 net profit, with each partaer receiving about $]50,- 
000 for his share. They also made money on other lines of 
business. Mr. foo's former employer's son was the new partner 
and technical advisor for the business. 

Mr. Foo, himself lost about $17,000 on other potato farms. 
All that he saved up was #200,000 in cash, real estates, and 
business interests. He very seldom speculated but for one 
exception: he always speculated on railroad stocks and that 
was his only weakness. 

Mr. Foo is a father of two boys and a girl. His oldest 
son, a graduate of University of Lyons, France, is an importer 
who owne one of the largest importing conceras in China. His 
second son, a Harvard graduate, owns one of the largest Chin- 
ese American Cafes in Shanghai and China. It is one of the 
most modern and similar to those large night clubs in New York 
with its patrons mostly wealthy and official people. His 
daughter, a graduate of University of Berlin, is a well known 
woman doctor in China whose husband is also a well known sur- 
geon in-China. 

Mr. Foo himself is a nautralized citizen. Chinese nat- 
uralized citizens are rare, especially in America. In fact 


they are not permitted by laws. However, his citizenship 
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(American) was given to him before the Chinese Immigration Act 
of 1880. He is rather reluctant in giving advice unless he 

is persuaded to do so. He thinks that anyone who wishes to 

be successful in any undertaking, must be honest, frugal (not 

stingy nor niggardly) punctual, consciantious, snd hard work= 


in (pays no attention to short or long working hours). He 


suggests this motto for any young folk to follow: LABOR }AMNEA 


VINCIT. 


Mr. Foo likes the customs and ideas of the 80's and the 
90's. He doesn't believe in divorde. He condemns trial mar- 
riage. He likes to mix all the good American and Chinese 
customs and cast away the bad ones. He thinks the average 
American is broadminded. He abhors union men and fraternal 


orders who antagonize against the Chinese people. 
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Mr. Teen, the second son of a village school teacher was 
born in Nevada in 1883. His parents took him back to China 
when he was hardly six months old. As an infant of three, he 
very seldom saw his father more than once a day. His father's 
work occupied most of his time, for in those old days a school 
teacher had to slave from twelve to sixteen hours a day if he 
expected to earn a decent livelihood. The village schools 
started at an hour or so after sunrise and closed about a half 
hour after sunset. The burning up of incense sticks determined 
the time immediately after sunset. Although he was his own 
boss, had to comply with the wishes of his charges' parents. 
One could not be to independent, for there were many compet- 
itors even in those days. 

When he was five years old, Mr. Teen followed his father 
to work every afternoon. While his father was occupied with 
his work every afternoon, he roamed around the class room (for 
the school was a large class room) for the purpose of amusing 
himself, if there was anything to amuse him at all. Here, he 
learned to say things from what he heard the students say. 

He often repeated word for (meaningless to him) word after 
them. This atmosphere and environment stirred his curiosity 
as to what those boys were doing when they shouted out loud 


(reciting their lessons). To his little mind all these going- 
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ons seemed rather puzzling. After he had been going to the 
school with his father for a year he began to understand that 
those boys whom he waw were trying to learn their lessons. 
Then he told his father that he wanted to study and to learn 
like the big boys. This did not surprise his father at all, 
for he expected this to happen when he took him to school ev- 
ery day. 

So. Mr. Teen began his education at six years old under 
the tutelage of his own father. H e learned mpidly and sur- 
passed other boys of his own age. He was taught the ten ele- 


mb hha | peereys: the paste soeny of Confucius and his fo@lowers, 
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“the thousand characters (words) reader (contains 1000 words 
which has no two words alike), syntax, letter composition, 
filial ethics, arithmetic, and other affiliated subjects. He 
remained in his father school until he was thirteen years old. 
Then his father sent him to a secondary school in the 
township about three miles away. He had to get up early every 
morning in order to be to school on time. At this school he 
was taught elementary political science, economics, ethics, 
rhetoric and other required subjects. He passed every subject 
with the highest grades in the whole school. He studied here 
until he was eighteen years old. Then after that he entered 
a small Chinese college. Here he majored in advanced Chinese 


rhetoric and other affiliated subjects. Beeause of his excel- 
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lent scholarship he was recommende by his college board com- 
mittee to the Provincial Government for competitive examination 
T (tne modern American Civil Service examinations system was de- 

| rived from the Chinese competitive examinatiors in the aixteenth 


py 


and seventeenth century.) | 

In 1903 Mr. Teen received some money from his father for 
transportation expenses to Canton City where the competitive 
examination was held. Under the Manchu Dynasty, official af- 
fairs had to be carried out in formal manner, so Mr. Teen bought 
himself some elaborate costumes or gowns suitable for this im- 
portant event. All competitors ar applicants for examination 
had to go through many ceremonies before they ever entered the 
examination halle The examination hall itself was d@out the 
size of our Civic Auditorium. The hall was subdivided into 
several hundred booths three times the size of our modern itde- 
phone boots. Everyone who was taking the examination was kept 
there for a certain length of time. These examinations some- 
times lasted from nine to twelve days. The arrangement of the 
examination booths resembled that of honeycombs.e Booths were 
go arranged that there were always four empty bootbs surround- 
ing the one that was to be occupied. After many tiresome and 
anxious days, Mr. Teen passed his competitve examination with 
very high honors. This honor was awarded with a title, "H'orn 
L'um", which is higher than the eeear of Arts degree and 


lower than the Doctor of Philosophy degree. 
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After his success he went home. Upon his: arrival at home, 
the news was immediately spread into the neighbor hood districts 
by his friends and relatives without his knowledge of it. 

Then a great celebration took place and lasted 21 days. This 
did not cost his family a single “eA These expendges were 
donated by his village and neighboring ones. A man who had 
obtained such an honor (in those days it meant a great deal) 
was always being admired and respected. Such honor always had 
an official position attached to it. As a matter of fact, Mr. 
Teen was the first man in his family, village, or district 

who had brought such an honor to his family and district. Eve- 
ryone offered daughters to Mr. Teen, for it was great honor 

to have such a son-in-law. He finally selected the daughter 
of a school teacher for a wife. 

Siximonths after his success he was called to his duty 
as a small justice of the peace in a township, and keptthis 
position for eighteen months, Somehow or other, Mr. Teen 
found that politics did not agree with his own ideas, so he 
handed in his resignation. Not very long after that a pat- 
ernal cousin of his returned from California. He talked to 
him and asked many questions about America. He was told of 
many opportunities of earning a livelihood as a private cit- 
izene 


In 1907, Mr. Teen and his own immediate family came to 
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San Francisco. He arrived there in mid-summer; his paternal 
uncle met them at the pier. Upon his arrival, the economic 
cohdition in San Francisco was not very favorable, because 
it had just been rhabilitated from its cakastrophe of a year 
pefore. Instead of wasting time Mr. Teen opened up a Chinese 
school of his own. At the beginning he had twenty-five pu- 
pils, then at the end of his se¢ond year of teaching he had 
eighty pupils. In 1910, the business condition of San Fran- 
cisco was back to normal. 

He wanted to give up teaching for some other kind of 
opportunit , but he had not made any decision as to the kind 
of trade desired. In August, 1910, a friend of his who was 
running a small restaurant wanted to enlarge his business. 
In fact, he wanted to change his kind of trade and cater to 
the American public as well as the Chinese. At the time, 
there were not many such restaurants. Mr. Teen, with his 
keen foresight, immediately offered himself to his friend as 
a patmer. Besides, he was willing to advance the necessary 
money to carry out the proposition. Mr. Teen's friend ac- 
cepted this offer, and thus, two months afterwards they star- 
ted their new business. Their business gradually increased 
by leaps and bounds, and one year after their new partner- 


ship the restauant was agaén enlarged. 
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Then, ih 1915, Mr. Teen leased another building next 
to their restauant as an annex. They completed their bus- 
iness program just before the Panama Exposition was opened. 
The enlargement of the restaurant was just in time for the 
increase of business resulting from the incoming tourists 
to San Francisco. Now the bwiness occupies two whole build- 
ings, and although the depression has decreased the business 
tremendously it has not been enoughto ruin it. 

During his venture in business, Mr. Teen and his fam- 
ily have taken five trips back to China. During the third 
trip in 1924, he left his three sons and daughter to study 
at private schools there, 

In 1925, he began to be interested in stock specula- 
tion, though at first he did not understand much about it. 

By chance, an American friend of his explained thoroughly 
stock speculation to him and persuaded him to try some stocks. 
He also encouraged him to spend more money on them, and this 
was t e cause of his loss of a small fortune. H e made 
$35,000 inside of nine years in his stock gamblings. Then 
came the historic and disastrous event of 1929. He was caught 
in this c#ash and it cost him about $49,000. After that he 
stopped speculating for while, but in 1934 he went back to 

it again until he made about $10,000. His wife then took all 


of his money eway from him so that he would not be able to 
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play the stock market again. Mr. Teen thinks that no young 
men should speculate unless they have a fortune stored away 
and would not miss it if they happened to lose it. His sad 
experience Was enough to qualify him in giving advice to peo- 
ple about not speculating. 

America is his land of birth. He likes its liberal ideas, 
but not its modernistic thoughts or practices. He despises 
the existing racial discrimination against the Chinese people. 
He maintains thés is the only fault America has -- Racial 
Prejudice -- especially towards Chinese. He adheres to the 
religious belief that we are all brothers wnder the skin. 

y Are not the Americans Christians of the Christian Nation 
brothers under the skin of the early civilizéd Chinese - 
the so-called "heathens" |(as they were called by the Christ- 
ians)?} 
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In the year 1898 a daughter was born to a peasant fam- 
ily in China. When she was several years old, her grandfather 
rented a hundred mus of land outside the village on which the 
entire family worked must of the day and much of the night; 
during the harvest seasons a group of people were hired to 
work for them, and many of these laborers worked permanently 
for theme All of this land her grandfather rented from the 
richest landowner in Chung Shan District. 

A short time later her grandfather died and the entire 
family looked to the father for leadership. But because of the 
poor health of her father,, half of the land was returned to 
the landlord; the family resources steadily failed. Her young- 
er sister died. 

At the age of ten she started to work in the kitchen 
with her mother. Later, she helped her mother by taking com- 
plete charge of cooking duringtthe petiod of sowing and har- 
vesting. 

When she was sixteen she married a mn who had once work- 
ed in her father's fields and who lived just a few miles from 
her home. This marriage had been arranged by a relative, and 
cost the groom five or six hundred dollars. Two years later a 
daughter was born to her, who, to this day, remains in China. 

The young husband was now Working in Canton, and saw very 
little of his wife and daughter. de made only fifteen dollars 
monthly for as many hours daily. The young wife did weaving at 


home in order to keep the family in food and clothing. Her hus- 
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band owned no property, and their house was rented from a 
neighbor for sixty cents a month. 

In 1920 her husband had an opportunity to come to this 
country, and through great éffort borrowed three thousand dol- 
lars for the trip to America. This loan was to be repaid at 
eight earcent interest yearly. Fortunately, her husband arrived 
safely and had no trouble with the immigration authorities, 

The young wife was very fortunate. Her husband sent her 
four or five hundred dollars every year from the United States, 
and this kept the family in a éomfortable condition. She could 
neither read nor write, and had to pay neighbors a small fee 
to have them read and answer his letters. From this she learn- 
ed the importance of educating her children. 

In 1923 she left her daughter to come to this country. 
All of the funds were arranged by her husband, and she did not 
remember just how much the expenses were. 

Her hugband was first a farmer, then the owner of a small 
grocery store in Chinatown. He had saved a good bit of money, 
and was well prepared for the two sons she bore him the first 
two years she was in this country. He put aside money for their 
educatione 

In 1927 the Tong War broke out in Chinatown. The Hop Sing 
Association was fighting against the Sue Sing Tonge Both of these 
organizations were very powerful. Her h-:sband was a member of 
the Hop Sing group, which he joined for protection. A short time 


later he was found dead, the store closed, and the poor widow 
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took a job ina cannery, and later in a Shrimp shop. 
adiae the depression the entire family suffered from 
Starvation. Her sons were young and she made very little at 
the various places she worked. She has managed through the 
years, however, to keep alive. Her golden dream of America 


has disappeared. 
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Wu was born in Canton in 1883, the son of a merchant 
who enjoyed a small but steady income. When he was five 
years old Wu entered school where he learned several Chi- 
nese dialects but no English. 

After graduation from grammar school he became a stu- 
dent of languages, and by the age of fourteen he was able to 
Speak and write five different languages. When he was four- 
tcen he left China and went to Honolulu, where he entered 
Iolani College, an Episcopal school. He was graduated with 
honors and ordained a priests The following six years he 
‘taught and studied simultaneously in the Episcopal Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Honolulu. 

In 1909 he sailed from Honolvlu as a first class pas- 
senger on the 5.S.Alameda. His fare had been arranged by 
the bishop of the College of the Pacific, Bishop William 
Ford Kichols. Immediately following his graduation from 
this school in 1912 he was re-ordained by Bishop Nichols. 

While the reverand Wu played no part in the forming 
of the Chinese Chamber of Commerce he dic play a very im- 
Beast part in building up San Francisco's Chinatown with 
his counsel and advice to the younger Chinese elements enter- 
ing the business world, and likewnse preparing them for the 
type of education for which .bhey.seemed best suited. 

Shortly after Rev. Wu was re-ordained he moved to San 
Francisco and into the heart of Chinatown. Here he started 


@ school with two pupils, both of whom were more than fifty 
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years old, but really anxious to learm inglish. In 1913 he 
Started a school in Oakland, but with six students this 
time. Through the years the schools grew into sizeable, 
and reputable, institutions, thanks to the untiring Rev- 
erand Wu. 

Aside from his church work the Reverand teaches day 
and night classes in English and Chinese in San Francisco 
and Oakland. Some of his former pupils assist him in teach- 
ing at the schools. 

Reverand Wu was once asked whether he would rather be 
the poor priest that he is here in America ,or a wealthy 
Mandarin in China. His answer was very prompt: he was far 
happier here in his present capacity then he ever could be 
in China, even if he were the Wealthbest wandarin in the 
entire very 

For many years he acted as an interpreter for his peo- 
ple in comection with immigration affairs and in the courts. 
He did this in addition to his many other duties at the time, 
and made it known that he was always “on call." 

The Chinese people, he says, are taking more interest 
not only in the affairs of the Chinese settlement, but in all 
things which pertain to the bettermmt of San Francisco, the 
State, and the entire nation. 

Relative to the salvation of China and its coming out 
of the present chaos, the teverand iiu feels that there is 


but one solution: one tongue and one religion. He believes 
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that a universal language will play the most important 
part in bringing about universal Christianity. He believes 
that those who believe in Taoism will become Christians 


Sooner than those who believe in Buddhism. 
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{Tso Tin faam did not appear to be an unusual man as he sat 
comfortably in his study at the Congregational Church in the 
heart of the Los Angeles Chinese district. However, the facts 
he disclosed about his life make a story in which there is an 
element of greatness. 

{so fin was born in Canton, China in 1905 to more luxury 
than the average Chinese. Perhaps that is the reason why an 
interviewer would not expect to find in him an unusual character 
even though he did graduate from a university and receive a mas- 
ter's degree. However, so Tin gave up his luxury to follow a 
conviction -- a belief in the philosophy of Jesus Christ. He had 
sufficient character to defy his wealthy parents and to give up 
all the advantages they had to offer ina material way. After 
attending a Christian school in Homg Kong where his intention 
was mere Ly to learn Hnglish, he decided to give up wrildly ambi- 
tions and become a minister. ‘Yo do this he had to contend with 
resentment at home. His father, a successful business man, had 
looked forward to having his son as an associate and, above all, 
the elder Taam resented Christian belief in his family. 

However, there was no stopping young laam. He left home 
and went to Hong Kong, where he waked until he had accumulated 


enough money to book passage to America. In San Francisco, there 


“was more work until he had saved enough to attend school. His 
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father, believing that Tso Tin would certainly come to his 
senses, helped the young man through his university period. 
After he received his degree the bey still insisted on be- 
coming a minister and was cut off entirely from the family 
Soe This, however, did not daunt the aspiring minister. 
He had sufficient knowledge of inglish to take active part 
in church work and by assisting on various religious pro- 
jects was able to pay his way through the paciris School of 
Religion. After his graduation he took up his post as min- 
ister at the Chinese Congregational Church. 

With all his Uhristian training and his proximity to 
American life through long contact, Tso Tin is still essen- 
tially Chinese in all that he does. While his religious 
sincerity is unquestioned, his conve rations make it clear 
that his heart is always in China, where a happy boyhood 
in Canton left a lasting impression. Indeed, he looks for- 
ward to the time when he will be transferred as a missionary 
to China, where he can feel at home. 

He has definite theories regarding the manner in which 
the Christian religion should be spread in China. He is posi- 
tive that most of the sects are old-fashioned in their res- 
pective ways. His belief is so broad in a Christian sense 
that it does not take cognizance, to the ire of his colleagues, 


of the old fire and brimstone hell or the blissful hea- 
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ven of the fundamentalists and he alludes to these beliefs as 
superstitions more tainted than the ancient teachings of his 
Chinese ancestorse 

(go Tin remembers his boyhood vividly. He recalls how he 
once took part in family worshipina ees built by his family. 
He whimsically tells of how he and his brothers and sisters of- 
fered food to his dead mother's spirit. ‘they placed it at the 
shrine and after it had remained there for a while they took it 
away and had a feast themselves. He points out also that in 
arranging a menu for the offering, they made certain the foods 
pleased their own palates. . 

The young minister became wistful when asked to tell a 
Chinese folklore story. ‘the tales he recounted were simple lit- 
tle moral lessons, told in a fairytale manner, but they brought 
memories to the mind of the narrator. 

One was the story of the hunter who went to the forest to 
kill game for his family ana was lucky enough to come across a 
small deer which he caught without the use of a weapon. S§0 the 
hunter, rejoicing, placed the small deer in his van and started 
home fora feast. But, from the underbrush on the side of the 
road, all along the way; he heard the wail of the mother deer 
which had lost the offspring then in possession of the hunter. 
fhe woodsman, hearing the repeated wails of the mother deer, was 


go moved that he sat down by the roadside and began to consider 
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how sad he would be if someone should enier his home and make off 
with one of his children. He ponders the sadness of the parent 
fully and, at the cost of an empty stomach, releases the young 
animal to its mother. 

deokhar tale has all the quaintness of the wolf and the 
sheep story told American children. It concerns the cruel man 
who was abusive to his mother. iow this man went one day to the 
“ys to chop wood. Before he left home he had beaten his mo- 
ther and commanded her to bring him a good dinner to the scene of 
his work. He had been at his chopping for some time when he no- 
ticed a bird flitting about in a nearby bush, and upon closer ex- 
amination noticed that she was perched on the edge of noaieat.. He 
edged closer to the bird's position and could see the tiny bills 
open to receive the food which the grown bird was seedants to her 
young. he mother bird flew off but from time to time returned 
to continue the feeding of the birdlings. 

ihe industry of the mother bird impressed the cruel man, 
because it had taken her the greater part of the morning to find 
sufficient foods to appease the doves ies of her little ones. 
After a final peek at the birds, ne did not return to nis chop- 
ping, but sat on a log pondering about the love his own mother 
must have had tor nim when ne was a smail babe as helpless as 
the young birds. ké@morse overcame him when he realized how real- 


ly cruel he had been to that dear mother, so he decided to make 
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amends by showing a double devotion and kindness to her from 
then on. | 

fhe noon hour, which had been appointed for the arrival of 
his mother with his lunch, was approaching and he began peering 
in the directiamm of her Coming. Finally, a long way off, he 
Spied her making her way Slowly through the forest paths and his 
heart leaped with joy at the prospect of beginning his new life. 
He shouted to her in the distance and began running in her direc- 
tion. Yhe mother, seeing her son's approach and noting his wild 
Shouting, mistook his kindly intent because of the distance be- 
tween them and, feeling that he was about to set upon her again 
with blows, she turned and fled in the Opposite direction. 

fhe son ran all the faster to stop the fleeing woman, be- 
cause he realized that his former cruelties were responsible for 
her flight from him. He was about to overtake her when he saw 
her trip and fall over a stone in her path. hen he came upon 
her he noticed that her head had struck a boulder. Blood issued 
ibe the wound. lie bent over her and found her jifeless. So it 
was ta late for him to repeat of his cruelties. 

this Story, so fin explained, is well known by the children 
of his native district of China. It has been repeated again and 
again to them much as a bedtime story is told to American chil- 
dren, until finally the tale is memorized. Lhe purpose of this 


Story is to teach the children to respect their parents while 
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they may and not to chance the remorse which comes when it is 
too late. ‘The first story about the deer is designed to teach 
the children kindness for animals. 

fso Tin is the father of two sons, both still in their in- 
fancy. His marriage took place in San Francisco shortly after 
he had finished his seminary training. His wife is a woman of 
his own race. i{t is obvious in their training that the children 
are being made indel¥ibly aware of their Chinese lineage. 

They have already been told, for example, that they repre- 
sent the twenty-thajd generation of the House of Taam, and as 
they grow older they will continually be reminded of the honor of 
their family's position. So, despite their Christian trainine, 
the new generation of the Taams will bear out Chinese traditions 
and, possibly may return to the ancient customs which have en- 
dured so long in the history of their ancestors. 

To all appearances, Tso Tin is as much ge eee pos as a 
New ingland gentleman farmer. His manner is attuned to his sur- 
roundings. However, he teaches his children to respect Chinese 
customs in the strictest sense of the word. ‘hey are not per- 
mitted to become emraged when provoked, but must Suppress their 
anger in stocial fashion after the manner of the ehineyes 

"Inwardly we may hate a»person," the minister declared, 
"but the hated person will never be aware of our true feelings 


because we never forget to show a surface politeness." 
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This is the story of Katherine Sateeebewme. hile 
it was not on her own initiative that atherine eemeg came 
to Americaiand settled in Los Angeles, it was the realization 
of a dream come true when her mother brought ner here eight 
years AZO 

Katherine had lived a childhood typical of the average 
Chinese, though perhaps a little more urban. tian many of her 
friends, who did not have the advantage of dwelling so close to 
the fbusfing} life of Canton. 

Katherine's father was a pro¢@uce merchant in China, just 
as he was to become a merchant in America, and this necessitated 
living in the cramped quarters of a Chinese city flats In 
Canton there are many such flats, long rows and crowded districts 
of them, all filled with the families of tradesfolk. whey 
find it profitable and convenient to live ner the seene of their 
commercial activities, and so it follows that Katherine's child- 
nooad is replete with city experiences. But in the spring and 
summer it was her privilege to go ¥isiting at the home of her 
grandparents, who lived on a farm in the small village of Yin 
Ping, not far from Uanton. 

This village is the China which katherine loves and sometimes 
dreams of, although her ambitions are modern and will perhaps 


force her to live in Canton if whe ever returns to (hina. 
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A look at Yin Ping then is necessary to get an accurate picture 
of a part of Katherine's background, since most of her 
memory of childhood is influenced by her resiuence there. Lit 
is a memory of blazing China sunsets and far-flung, waving 
rise fields and not the din and confusion of Canton. 

fhe population ofYin ving is not more than 1,000... 14 18 
only a few hours journey from Canton and ia,bypiead as. 
emeseee Chinese village, its picturesqueness and inconveniences 
make it easy to pre ee why natives wili migrate to other 

THE 


places, even though Sg always hold a dear memory ef their 


home community. 


a 


Like most Chinese villages. yin :ing is surrounded by 
stout wall to keep out marauders. Gates in the stone waii open 
to the principal roads which éenter at the village. After night- 


fall these gates are locked and barr.d to keep bandits aud 


robbers from entering unawares, although this fear was not so 
great in this village as in some others in China. 

Yin ping has a central main street oif of which run many 
lanes which in turn have other smaller and even more obscure 
thoroughfares leading into them. whe market place of the vil- 
lage is in the middle of this main street and consists of num- 
erous stalls, in which mostly farm products are:sold. Tne women 
do most of their weaving and spinning in their homes, so there 


igs little need for clothing stores. 
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in the home @§& which katherine visited there were many 
branches of the chee: family; uncles, aunts, great aunts, 
great uncles and other relativew. wznere was a gémuine at- 
mosphere for a community, 


the house fronted on the main street of iin ring, ata 


distance from the smaller langes where lived tne poorer tarmers. 


it was a one-story structure like all the neighboring homes. 


it had a blue tiled roof which slanted fromia gable down to 


a curved edge. All of the houses nad similar roofs, so Lasnion- 


ed to prevent the entranee of evil spirits, which "were known" 
to fly in str-ight lines; they were barred from entrance by 


DAAGG., 
these curved Sessee, vhere was a courtyard through which occu- 


pants passed to the street, by a doorway in the outerrwall of 
the court. This gateway was kept locked at night to prevent 
the entrance of robbers Gpemeudbeeate . 

The court was a community yerd and consiste of an open 
square with a well and a wash tub. he rooms of the different 


branches of the family opened on it. where was also a commun- 


ity kitchen for the: poorer members of the family, but those 
of gteater Jnoand) naa kitchen compartments of their own, 

The bedrooms were smell and dark, having only one or two 
high, grated windows, through which innumerable mosquitoes en- 


tered to molest the sleeper who did not take the proper pre- 


caution against these pests. The beds were wooden and the 
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RESTED 
sleepers's heads ao wooden pillows. There was usually 


a wooden chair and table «am in each of tne rooms. for pro- 
tection against the meapuee ges there was a large net which, in 
the @aytime, was suspended above the ded) Se it was lowered 


PRGETECTED.. 2 : 
Ese —eboyve the person in the bed. 


at night so that it 

Katherinets grandparents were able to provide a separate 
room for her, but there were branches of the Ga@umg family whcih 
did not enjoy such singular luxury. in some of the bedrooms 
of the home a number of children and their parents slept in 
nara, 
rerampt} attitudes. 

In the home there was also a community reception room in 
which hung the scrolls of the dead ancestors, who were wor- 
shipped reverently. And suspended above a small altar there 
were the commemorative tablets of the ancestors. hese tablets 
are supposed to contain the spirits of the ancestors and in- 
cense and candles are lighted before them daily. ‘the family, 
as a rule, ate in the kitchen, except on the occasion cf a feast 
which was served in the community reception room. 

Pigs, chickens, dogs and even vuffaloes were kept indoors, 
and cats ren wild about the place, serving as scavengers. in 
this capacity the dogs were «1lso useful, and the vUhinese hav @ 
contempt for such animals as pets because of their traditional 


use in their native conntry. he greatest insult one Chinese 


man can impose on another is to call him a aog. 
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While the buffalo cow yielded rich milk, it was not con- 
: ; FOR PULLIVG 
sumed because the animal was useful to the farmers only —_—= 
plows. Likewise the mountain cow found its place in thecommunity. 
Beef was seldim heard of in the home, for when it was served 
it was as tough as leather. ‘This was due to the fact that 
@ cow was not butchered until it had served out its usefulness 
as an animal of burden and consequently was very ancient when 
PORK iy fe 
killed for food purposes. jagmeand chicken were the chief meats 
of the ville ge 
fhe village was composed of families whose fields surrounded 
it, the plots being small and laid out in definite proportions. 
The products raised were rice, sweetpotatoes, cabbage, bitter 


melon, pea.uts and an occasional patch of spinach. +t was ixesmmemee 
IW ORDER TO SAVE GRouw D SPACE : 


that the people gathered 


THIS 
so. MME arrangement 


into villages. adios 


also had the further advantage of providing ereater protection 
against bandits. 

Barly in thei:morning the farmers ef=eeeeseeme went out to 
their Pields, but these workers were not limited to the men 
alone. ‘omen went to work also, some of them taking their child- 
ren with them, strapped to tneir backs if the offspring} were 
400 small to totter along by themselves. it was a common sight 


to see a very small child grubbing the dirt besides her or 


his mother, who dug, hoed and fertilized along with her husband. 
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The women of the richer families 


gathered 
in the courtyard to wash their clothes by the well, wnile many 
of the poorer women who did not fecl themselves entitled to 


such luxury went to neighboring ponds and worked besides many 


‘of their kind who lightened their work by gossip and idle banter. 


fhe clothes were rubbed with sand or beaten with wooden boards, 

so: p being « luxury which was denied them. fin some villages 
Mp: : Yer 

of China soap is even,unneara of. 


The village was ruled by an elder gy 


arbitrgted at quarrels and saw that order was kept. 
He was revered as a patrievh and his word was law, EH the 
village was looked upon as a well-organized and compact little 
unit of government. 

There was seldom a murder or theft in yin Ping, for the 
simple reason that theft was punishable by execution, weet ior 
murder, the slayer was compelled to make e money compensation 
so the family of the victim. ‘his law emphasised the thrift- 
iness of the Chinese for, with them, their purse came before 
their passions. 

During drought, tenseness would descend upon Yin Ping, 
and quarrels would frequently result over such a small matter 


as a bucket of mué badly needed to preserve the lite of plants. 


However, after the drought had finally done its work and the 
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fields were dead, the good humor or resignation settled again 
on the people. 

The winters were cold on the few times satherine.vvisited 
her grandparents, and there was no way to heat the home during 
the long, rainy months when the air was not only damp but icy 
with its pentrating wetness. the only warmth was found in 
the kitchen during co@king time and this was very inadequate. 
The colder it became the more clothes the dwellers had to put 
on, until finally they looked like padded dolls, and the child- 


fen seemed about as broad as they were long. hese hardships 


WERE Some OF — : : A ' 
the factors wnich drew .he people so close together 


LEFT 
and BEES such vivid impressions of the old iife in the mind 


WEN Toe 
of those who mm to foreign places. 


’ 
KATHERIVES FAMILY 
ine village, in which tnehome community of =a 
wag Situated, was no difierent from hundreds of other villages 
CHIWA ALSO 
in “mm, having See its shrine just outside the city wall, 
pala 

beneath the shade of an old tree. there images of their 
favorite gods stand, seen through a haze of blue incense smoke 
which is kept burning to invoke rain and sun at the proper times 
sor the benefitd of the crops. 

in Yin ring the customs of bygone ages still prevailed, 

WAS | 

because China 38 so slow to change its ancient manner. feast 


days were looked forward to with great interest and eagerness 


and litile Wet cakes were baked by the women days in advance 
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of the actual occasion. Such simple pleasures as balloon raising 
and kite flying were a great part of vatherine's childhood, 

for the feasts were occasions in her life. Likewise, all the 
simple Chinese folk enjoyed these events. 

Of the feast days those which were observed in yin ing 
included the Feast of the Dead, the tarvest feast, New year's 
and the Dragon sJoat Festival. 

The Feast of the Dead usually occurred in the spring and 
was marked by the villagers having picnics over the graves of 
the deceascd. 

The Harvest Feast naturally came in the autumn when the 

FVLLEST / 
moon was at its a=, and was qtime for great celebration 
before the winter set in. ) 

During the New Year's feast, which lasted two weeks, tne 
celebration was greater than on any other occasion. there 
were processions, theatrical performances and feasis. At this 
time also the women went home to visit tneir mothers if they 
had married into villages other tan their own. 1t was the 
traditional custom for the villagers to cancel debts at that 
time, although the practice was passing at the time of Katherine's 
chilchood. Hach one was supposed to have kindly thoughts towards 
his neighbors despite former quarrels, and although much 7 


gambling occurred during the feast period it was supposed to 


be conducted in the most peaceable manner. 
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Me most colorful festival, however, was that of the 
Dragon Boat. Lt came from 4 legend urrounding an ancient iA 
emperory who nad one of his chief ministers executed on tn¢ 
suspicion that he was oonspiring against the throne. Later, 
however, the emperor discovered that he had ordered the death 
of a faithful and innocent man, and to make amends he insti- 
suted the colorful annual spectacle in memor, of his victim. 

At this time boat races were held on the nearest river or lake. 
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value, Sat were rated as honors. 


such is the memory of kather ines <a childhood in 4 
typical Uhinese village. Of her city life she recalls little 
except that she lived in a cramped city Flat and went into’ 

city streets which were crowded and noisy from. che activities 

of many merchants. nd although her fondest recollection is 

of rural China, it is a distinctly modern factor which will 
perhaps take her back to er native lard. : 

Phis f:ctor, in eeatlty, hag to do with her migrasion +0 
America, although her fatuer had come to Los Angeles %o enter 
into traé@e before she left Uhnina. it was a picture and story 
ina vhinese news paper that first plauted in taghiind 6fxK Kath- 
erine the desire to roaml- ihe picture was of several progressive 
girls of the neybainese republic who had developed an interest 


in aviation. ae caption to the picture told the story of 


the handicap the girls faced, because in thatppart of China 
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in which they lived, there was no place waere they could iearn 


to fly. 

The thought of flying thrilled vatherine, and eamar though 
she was only a schoolgirl at the time,she tucked a memory of the 
picture away in tne back of her mind and let it rest until a 
later day. it may be this picture which will ultimately take 
Kathe®ine back to China for the fruition of her childhood 
ambition. Her drcam of jlearning to fly has adready come true, 
but this is only a stepping stone to her final ambition of es- 


tablishing in Canton a school of aeronautics for Chinese girls. 


Her progress in aviation hes been so great that 
A NMATIOVAL 
was able to enter Sz==mmmimmmmmame ¢:T raced. 


recalls conditions 


Even the young women sass 
much different from those which she now finds in her American 
home, where she lives with her husband and her father and motner. 
Now she is a Christian, although she admits she seldom attends 
services. However, Katnerine recalls how when she was a child 
ghe was awakened each morning to place her cup of tea beneath 
the family serolls in honor of her ancestors, All such customs 
she has overridden in ner progess of becoming modern and capable, 
after the manner of American women. She looks upon the women of 
America as models of what sne would have her Chinese sisters 
pEeGOME e 
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can in its appearance. There are Chinese pictures and images; 
but that is to be expected in the homes of CGhinese-born. How- 
ever, alongside of these are the vatious trophies Katherine 
has won in aviation, and other tokens which make it obvious 
that she like Living in America. 

Katherine does not publicise her marriase because she 
feels it would, if generally known, interfere with her career 
as an aviatrix. Her new life, however, has not interfered 
with many Chinese practices which are practical and really 
convenient; and in the household Chinese is habitually spo- 
ken. The father still conducts a market, which earlier had 
enabled him to bring his family to America. 

In Los Angeles Katherine went to the University of 
Southern Califomia for a year. She had previously received 
@aucevion in English in the mission schools of Canton, and 
it was difficult for her to make a ready adjustment to her 
new environment. AS a means of self-support she has taught 
piano playing to Chinese children, and from time to time re- 


news this teaching. 
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In his small grocery store in San Fransisco Ung re- 
viewed his seventy-two years of life in stoical Chinese man- 
ner. Nothing has happened of any moment, he thinks, although 
he has been back to the land of his birth three times since 
his coming to America at the age of fifteen years. 

Le Ung . is wealthy, the casual observer will never be 
able to ascertain. This veteran merchant speaks of hard times 
and of a trade so diminished that he will soon be ready for 
the poorhouse. Yet the building and the scant stock are his 
own property; nevertheless, Ung avers that he $3” im: the — 
iness only because he cannot rent the property to a paying 
tenante 

"Pifteen years ago," he says, "I ordered the man who was 


renting this store to leave, because he had not paid rent for 


‘a long time, and having nothing better to do I stocked it 


with a few groceries amd decided to go in business for my- 


self. 

Fifty-five years in the United States have not freed 
Ung's tongue from the sing-song dialect he learned as a poy. 
He is as much a Chinese today as he was when he left the small 
village of Mon Low with his mother and fater and three broth- 
ers to come to this country. His father had been to America 
before him and knew something of the country, but the Ung's 
brought all that was traditional with them. 

Ung did not travel inland with his family when he ar- 


rived in this country. Instead he started to work, at the 
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same time attending a Christian night school. le did not re- 
strict himself to a single occupation, however, and in a dozen 
years had performed as many different jobs. 

He practiced the strictest economy, and at the age of 
twenty-six felt he was ready for marriage. He returned to his 
native village, took a wife, and, finding life very difficult 
in his native land, returned with his bride to the United 
States. 

A few years after his return Ung had saved enough money 
to go into business for himself, although his employment had 
been little more than clerking in markets and acting as a 
house-servant on occasions. His income had been hampered,too, 
after his wife gave birth to their third child. 

Ung's business was on the smallest possible scale, for he 
set up a small stand near the Chinese district and bought pro- 
duce from Chimese farmers. He was thoroughly familiar with 
marketing, however, since as a farmer's helper he had brought 
many loads of produce to the central market to be sold. 

Ung did not prosper, but he managed to put enough money 
away to plan another visit to China with his family. He cloded 
up his business and returned, but did not stay a year in the 
old village of Mon Low before realizing that he covld get along 
petter in the United States. 

Again he returned to San Francisco, working as 4 clerk 
in markets, until he was ready to go in business again for him- 
self. Times were getting better, and Ung made much money dur- 


ing this second period of independent trading. He started buy-~ 


buying the store in which he does business at present, and in 
a short time the property became his completely. 

His increasing wealth allowed Him to consider seriously 
a return to China, but by now he was thoroughly convinced 
that it would be only a visit. He made the trip and return- 
ed to the same business, operating a small market which sold 
fram productan His business continues to prosper until the 
lean years of the depression; then, larger cooperative mar~ 
kets were driving the independent merchants out of business. 

Ung retired, and since his children were grown he was 
able to get along on his savings and the returns of his small 
investment in real estate. One of his boys, who had received 
a good education in American schools, was now in the market 
business himself and was able to stay abiéastcot the. times. 
This boy Pant taaed to operate a stall in a general eaeeaes 
The other son is somewhere in the east. ‘he daughter is hap- 
pily married. 

All of Ung's children have been reared in the Christian 
faith, for Ung himself is a staunch Christian. He was converted 
when sixteen, and since that time has shifted his belief among 
various protestant sects. Ung quaintly sums up his philosophy 
of life by denying that the ancient beliefs of China are at all 
religions. He states that the man who follows Confucius is u- 
sually a hypocrite, adhering to a lovely theory, but knifing 
his neighbor in practice. 


From Ung's repeated trips to China it appears that he has 
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always hoped he might stay in hbs hore country permanently, 
but on each return trip he found it more strikingly evident 
that America is the place for material prosperity. America 
to him serves one purpose: that of amassing a fortune. A for- 
tune to the average Chinese is a few thousand dollars. 
There is small doubt that if Ung again feels really 
prosperous he will return to China. It may be only for an- 
other visit, but from his general thought concerning the 
past and the future it is evident that he has by no means 
forgotten the little village of Mon Low which will be the 
same whenever he sees it, even though he should live to be 
a thousand. Ung has watched the city of San Francisco grow 
from a comparatively small port to a large metropolis, yet 


he has never been bitten by the bug of progress. 
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that “s hat T oe ie fray fo re if 


pI 
Yao Chi fises, are jist pjain ordinary wor¥men, 
falas, clerks, (aun y men, —————______ 
ee hes‘maker,- as-ele res, : rE undnymeny His Mos F 


Ch; they 
ee aent Nitti, Mii Wt Mia make ae little money fs usually start a 
hs 


store of cheir own. Perhapma grocery store; perhaps a small 
frait store; perhaps a soda Soot WWtina 


hy one welks Aan et og pores Kinds off sthore5) 


Wedster Stree recieve dar Stores, food Spe restai- 


rants, department stores ri laundries rae t of them fe ae mae 
’ Chase had? oe 
have an BEEA 
Anke bn the same ee Care tag che same en Nee e Gi ie 
“ive we Oe ay 


‘for a long, long time. 1 remember@@ when | was soa age 5 certain 


restaurant on Webster Street . At that time, at ou pele ae azo, it was 
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a 


“9 ape 


ote ® 


W ¥ \ 
i ) L ‘ 7 ‘ 5 > 
¥ i ‘ ate % 
i ah Ko j Me o iwebae | 
“ , 4 . ‘| us 
4 \ A ‘ * , 4 han 
j f f 17 ez ty Ty 
i i Oe 1 A * q 
; f E “yr : 
t | ' ‘ *y -* i) 
2 1 wy 4 bul Ne £ a Rt r vv Fi * 
‘ , i 
f ' t ’ ir % . 
‘ Vey 
’ 3 4 
f yA. rt ‘ ‘ 
‘ ; } f ' f 1 jal tye ~n 
. oy 4 i si - , i 
e 1 ‘ { Lan } 
i ‘ ad Fi ai ‘ gis 
i! hd . 1 
‘ J a a , ' . : 
t riche” pocant 
l / 1 ry @ Cru A t de? 
. i j 
oa. ‘ 1 
| (Pe atin, ; 4 ; LM _ ne i i ie Fy dod ae F ey 
Te ee \ i is eo : te 6 wh 
, ; i hp ‘ ; 
‘ P rt d 
% ‘ ‘ ayn af " ra 
\ + Wh mn ys, « 
. K ; il th gos i we a } ’ ' i 
, ‘ my x 
be ' : a o i , q , 
- 4 ; ae 
. ' i , i t sie 
“ a r a ae ty: aD % 
; \ } i 
s Perl i] i] ad r ye a) a rey 
. wr ' , 4 j , 
' Lt iP ¥ i , 
5 2 } f me. ‘ 
r Ae ' 4 we int den ie Mo : ~e 
ba f a Tol : » ae : if + a \ A 
} { ‘ st Real ‘ Hf i, Se wR ie ae a yD Die hi 
: i ae 
Pee i , 5, } a. 
i “ " jar 
’ * 5 4 Ng eran Pre 
( 


LA 


‘ss _ _— s ~~ e oe oe = —---. oe.) ee ee ee ee eee 
ae | \ - : 


(2) 2224 


(f Aa 


Hn; ; me Vee AanA cf 7H 
$e. trie much The Same p 4 
= Shi te('saall + Today it is{still ran by the same eec lac Khabar A ce 
aA ALOPIA 
a 


WK eaek ofken. Rey kak Kliaeys bern in _18V€ WA eaes 
a 


new coat of paint the slece hat remained just the same as we 
42S Bratt 
years agoé /Srexgthing-other-than -thewcoatvofepaint remet 


justi-the-samor fhe same people, the same tables, the same foods. a 
Now ‘Mosf oa 2 
Ba% Chinese #66014 are like that. are content to remain _ 
Thene AXE Some Whe uant fe actdrance. (he wafaon: 
vomethink—oF vancenent.. neve/do not. So they 


remain ing 6@ do not hear of 


pee oa 


such things as promotion from Suc 
fo oe heak ~ (Re BASCNLS> 
: euch things are n 
it (capnot be ICL Bit Ler a 
5 rad 88 be--many-FPmes be fd: Ong as they had enough for a 


Were Te Ars Aule, faiene eA 
living they tng satisfied. Onee-in- awhile we~have—a story. that ig 
2 JS FMmME exce froms Saf por Sh. 


alittle different.from the average,baton- “the-wholewmost of the 


stertes resenble~each-other. : 

Nour AE ve Boe eee os bey Le (J ewe of exe Sie 
cote ne Hetfee. an ESTEE T I ee 
CEepticnal bAesc a: 


ah SAD | ee Oo ee PPE 
—j28+—0.-p cain ordinary<ec rarrtef- nee rPPe . is stg 


Was Can told 
He £8 a very pee nan, hiebe=-gedd- that his wife is very 
th pave ne 
ieeesd a very pretty baby.X dt must be a 
Chun est) mese_) 
EIT aoe to see sa tall/wife and a short/husband bdthing a 


walk “hat the streetsSpm of Cher ar one 


mac (A Ac. soe 


Pa cee very Catateatace 
we 


ee got married. fe L fern 
rt AiscovercA 
femme her back in China. 


had K 
Before he .came to America he 8 certain girl living in the 
eae) She (sagrezed” 
houseAnext to him. ‘ie—eie? was to be the prettiest girl in 
SapzosedaA ~) be 
the village. In fact she was e Pia eS ced many villages 


ACR 
combined #epetnewr. All his 8 bea. sone manXloved théseeeier?. 


From the time ee they wate tots, ere two persons sesmed to belong 
to each other, Ta was generall Ay Deoeutad that phen they grew ap , 


they would marry each other. they pad alireys beer ne pKoaas ; fey 
had always Kron Caek otfer; e te sckhert clhec | /PlayeA 


j 


ee 
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The-two-were..neighbors.. And.each had grown’to~know=the»other 


nt~-to-schooltagether,--they-playedtogethers tach 


loved—the—otten, y The, boy's father was in America at that time 
eae The girl had sanona black feyes, Shiny etonfratr, ee 
va ace ceee. early morn. The boy, too, was rather handsome. Sger=* 
White for a Chinese. Tall ana lithe. And very well educated. Brae 
~he—does™not=know..much-Snglieh. His Chinese eaten Monbes as complete 
aS anyone YOO pte a, HA x 
And=the~wife itsvery very. smarh..L000--His wife Ls-exndcted to 
10 cone=oversby Julynext--years« Or pOsSVlgy»Bometime--thiseyear. 
The man came to this eens bout 1922. He was about twenty- 
Wy WANE (fp fabs Conn (7 


one years of age then. Ava, trip 4 Was not exactly to find a wife 
A, Aeven the (255 LoS 


wide open to see if there was 
Gee 
(iS a, China. He stayed in this country for about six years. odur- 


ing ‘Sera A he worked his brother's store. His father had died 
oC lAegt A 
and the Son, Milec-ie the brother of this man, took charge of the 


Store, vhen-the-young-man-eame~bo-Amer tea the brothér let him» work 


(te ard faen 
there. He worked there till nineteen=twentyenine=when he went back 


China fo ace fas 
dw tofclaim the beautiful as his wife n ninteensthirty~orme he cane 
BY sscr Ty natn eh (Aad beer _) 


$ back, he 
ge ey at eee wrv~kK rhe na Ok Ke 
call learned a new oo Something that-retates—to-the- nla 


0 editene namely Aaw 
fessions«j Se~bearned — eri take care of people who had their arms 
ale a ‘A Cd 


tbo he A was fn Ais way whaf ome ancgAf alla 
brok sen, on thts hand.sprained. He is a tank oq wnoken>bone specialist 


OP? yal bers é re 
f there is such a thin He 


ad some brown whiskey which he used 
CoD) his patients. Zr 
to rubthe hands and fingers of> car 


ped; YeS“STITL was said to be 
thing — Uts ein And if Conldkn alse be 
the best ki of ti for such matters. Needless tose g,datechGuakgo 
“red 


@oom for drinking, parposes—teo. 


om : | 


- >. we > & 
ia , (4) wate: 


aga : : ; tKOFI 

f f aA i Y9r. of C5 1 om COT LOTTE , Us 

$ py > 2 ve his ee cave of ceoples# arma and lees Aw@ynot 
o Capa le? 


Marr J [ACS _ Meas was Bei,’ 
the importants flan. He 6 a tailor. ‘That #4 his inty aoa 


portant work eal 


Le 
Se fetch Srp Mé reading Chinese gata, 8)2 6653 at 


TA ou CBDQIOCSSES 
night until vesy late. So enthusiasticyis n the reading of 
pol £4 7 a 
these stories that he ha O fave glasses fitted to his eyes. 


Wes he Se aw? as aA Aw SAnce fae Ae Wea ts (Pew never Aoless 
ud him to have. to.Weat= 2 lasgces. 


His—wife-wanted—_to—eome=over-for-a-Longe-time.—Andthe young 
(ACAC ts anolhen CLG: ip which he rs rAdrate tl. 
egided.to-bringe-her- over sdon.... The--man-has-one chitd. 
Ai ely a Bree Feel SRM. fies Meer AT ae 
“the the-silliest--hing-that-—-the-Shinese 40~igeto~ 


| € 
donave 
Ze E1NA te The fetitan/ous Sisto of Aen oti ng bane, re eg 
effpare Z01d “eeancndation-ateai-to haeebors actresses. Wig ar 


rms! 
Seen wik i a néw stage actress arri in town, the first thing that 
oS MRENEVEA ~ 
’ v - PreEn been a 
2 yc [> the penpte do is to find out tha real name of the actress. MIfost 
aN parc ar ie (OPUS es Sug 
< AC tire actresses ##evectinecnnder an slias. gk actress 
tad ‘ 
‘ “g é TRE . 
© | had a surname ¢644 Wang, then #44 the Wang people would go around 
vey (40 : . ea } 
ay and collect fromAthe other Wang people as Mioucea hes peepee! 
As Wher h«s bee Zs 
AP) Kétéxn all of the mon-y collected, then a ah: gold sigm costing 
>: ' G-tlans ) nae ek Ar UAnea Pay go 9: 


from five hundred dottees ‘to a thousand/is Brea 
Vangel ne 
is finished it is delivered over to the actress. , @ria warthin ~ 
/ an 
Gave ) Am 
ey, the sctress will notify all/who kedcontributed to the 
that she is going to wear it out on the stage on a certain night. 
That night all @é the Wang people will gather aththe theatre to 


; as—aa/foe s as well at \ 
phere are Chins, Wus, and * aes ee 


vi4 
malabrater ee in the theatee, 


a 
frad Rot to be outdone by the tia es, 
ang ) 


sien to an actress that 


donate s golden 


Ll erence whefker) 
outdo the other. And all for nothing. Some.o# the actresses are 48 


hams  orr The have AS. 
Hatiny ase Bat bhepeocpie 
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do not care. 
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ee | fame petelo them Ard ve 
; V > They | are not going to let another hae ee ae ee 
ds when it comes to Vb allgeuan ook matters, they are all poor and have 


Weve p barn fore ERY NR APS OND UPR CPS FY 
not enough to donate. cto 8. =01d6m eommrendebton Deke they always 


Ay 
Wo owe 
< 


have money. 


‘a ja. WiVO$ y (he FarcK 
5 The wonen as rule, abe all this as being quite silly. 
he CVEAI pt ane jand fF the v Ac rt } 
Che nen, ere ee about it. It psi 2 roe to therieabiowes fun.” 
¥ sell oy 
Thé man haa donated many times to triftal ‘thing#. He thinks 
(so he clacms, 
it is absolutely a waste of money, Pec besides. But fanless one 
CAC . (5 when (oplCE 
helpga in such matters, métweg < ren st ad Shiney. bah tErthngyeedée? zee of 
well wardens ft. 


/0 bee conse badly, they Wott donate Aust EN nace ov avold meople- Berg 


talking neve them, 274 cS heised, 
fee Ales sgetchk_) J lec!s 
The afa/wearbs the most modern of clothes. fe necktie apoears 


straight as an cree And ee ae cures toes oe Never wears 
They 4a2€ forays Argh-pa cee peas 
Straight toe shoes. 4 de isga little oo ected in his clothes. faceaW/y> 


Inthink~thetoweshoakdetell-how-he-got=married.to..she-young 


iy f 

5 NS 

p -) +any- When hex came over to America he was not engaged to the a pore 
. a (ther. 


[Ae a SO canst 

sas KD) Een was generally accepted that the ee 

he hak left 

fem would marry @heugdeyl. After the man came to Americs the girl 

x Ahé 
made the acquaintonce of many young man), ‘any asked the father 
xf was Convincea 

7? for her hand. But the father hed—hovethat the young mon would 

é Apa Afrer rx CANS 
return snd marry his daughter. hen )& returned 


ip with the Zirleavéna soon they 


to China he 


Pare 


were married.\ The girl's father was very happy because he liked 


Ce A QCA 67 Ame | 
the geane mo Q very much. {vespite the fact that AU i ck Bs ett | | 
are 7 F ea | 
LS MAS hey for six years, he went-tttk eng found the girl | 
waiting for him . | | 
ee 
atieroted. They lived in the village for two years. Then | 


af the man returned to America. He came back alone. } | 


Ott 2 ae {. 
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His wife wrote him mseny letters. She wanted to come to 


‘America very much. The hushand is going to bring him over soon. 
(S ntetwnoned e€ mce Kaew J 
a certain girl called by the Chinese 


bal 
peepie ae "The Black Chicken." She was very dark and ugly, 4She 


Mart — 
thought What she was very beautiful. Mftdn She you triedsto 
ara Ae 


per reae ts the attention of the young ah arse tam Saag Ls led 


her soit makine her think that he rata he aa was beautiful. 
Dd, Pe th rs Want Corn Js Ale 
When, girl left school, she ease7to Where nee-wen worked 


An a fact she fel 
and stay6d around #e talk to him. madly in love with him. 
Aaot Ao 1 ® C21ert pe fet ) 


But he, trusting his eyesight, did not love her at ope 
the girl did not prove to te a very good person, Che later 
eloped with imothes—perseme. An Opbum smoker. 


_— Fe AeVAA ‘ but atonys 7 
smoke cigars or cigarettes, Hetsmokes a . 


pipe. And bakes oe ad pride in } it too.) it's more fashionable 


ee a 


to smoke a pipe, accordingly to. him. AllT-of*hts* shirts-eare=made 
with..silks—Does-not-wear-cotton.clothes at. all. sis suits-ere 


bought. at. the most..exclausive.shops...His. shoes are. high-priced. 


were born over here in America. manners and his appearance > 
do not seem to be that of a man from China. 


well 
is “enxtously waiting for the day when his wife woald 


come ewer here. ‘hen his happiness would be complete. 
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vie yale Ignorance / 


ae gives us the meaning that not knowing anything is 


being igno t. 

e We who are born in America know that "La Traviata” is an 
opera, that "One Night of Love" is the current smash hit. ve know 
too that Greata Garbo is.a Swede and that she is accused of starting 
the expression of "I tank Oo home." We know that Shelly is an 

important poet. That Hamlet i's considered a perfect play. That 
‘ 
‘ , 
Anthony Adverse is a best seller... That Shirley Temple is the 
newest cinema sensation. ie know toe, that the earth revolves around 
the sun, that there is a possibility that some sort of life exists 
on the planet, Mars, atid that man was oneea Savage roaming around 
the earth with the Aredaaea for companions. \. 
We constaer ourselves as brillant and intelligent because we 
know all these things. We consider anyone who do not know these im- 
porta things as ignorant. / Be ieee as p aCe) 
[45 pew ” Va HH by sol 2 £ LAS 
"its ana Ga teh tenarant- gan wy nto teserts ogee 
vee oon aw a 
‘Sey aq never been be Sen may does not know one Chinese word from 


aia nese/abe-aldee : 
Jee arc who do not know what the twenty-one 


treaties were, or how many provinces oe are in China Atf there \ 
ed fer . 
Gra_ony left. are consbdered/ignorant. t ‘ Yt pet 
born the offer fi A, who thes Zane 
- éme--t0. bhe,.coneldsion=that just Paty ogee 
Rahs La Trap A, tug, A). £71 AY he} Ae 7 
else does.not.mean that we-ar Le 
hewed AAPLRA, herrw~anticr, tint Sher sti ‘Be “Coze st wares 
asemugh-as the-other-fellow,-that -does=not: 4 bhay we” SR Nears tel hie 
It+s=simoly~anmatter..of Wen know-and-we.don! t. know. Poa 
Mprawt, fRirnKk Tthede Chanse<x why never kaenrd the-ze y hy eae 
What dogs a Chinese merr care about the formation of matter. | 
Shoals a 
ig) if matter is Se neon of molecules wa ae molecules 
of avons bettie atoms Keteanposdd of positive and, 


Flan le Weed. Apatee : Phi oe a teat Foe) 
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negative particles. that-dees“ft matter if water-te-composed=ofer™ 
10 of the.most=-important-elencnts,.of natarey ~~ 


Or-what-doesit.matter.if there™are two different” khnds-of-elkements. 
The discovery of. heavy water-was-made.possible~becanse-a~ brillant - 
seientist.believes.that-nyarogen Has a Heavier isotobe. 
It_dooen't-matter-if-dostobaxaky.wrote-"Crime~and-runishment+™ 
dt-ten't_of any iaportance..£--NotreDeme~ -O£--Paris".is..called..one.. 
Ma oo 


Han lererca SES wore ut Tre stone ye nO NRT ONO, 
Dunes;~Volteire and Maupassant.” Not wecanse» we ere hi chbrowed or 


culture,.<but pocesac” “we “arée—taught tow 1lrke then “and: we” “ao. 
the eC Socalled r eran WAA ye are AeA CL fek beer 
ppP¢hrs-manewer& taught in the ‘merican schools’ and given. the 


AE 
same kind of education we baa Woald he=s10t too know “tirert Joady 


-Hacveth-£s—one -of—the-most-despiesble-wonen-—to-knew. He would know 

where the expression, "To be or not to pe-that is the question,” came 
Ae aukea of (necetyeA (AE 

from, arbana He not HQ would ee. that iain Street dave Mobel btize 


f/ @ are Cyen Kz 
that Bobbie a geo an all American halfbackaxt% oa 


Ac we 
' Unfortunately pho aa not taught in the American schools 
SO) (Krewe ad Dr sho 
he @ these things, bet-=thatud Zoes rotr~-meamyvitt he 


tr L pworter “1 he. Zot ptt I 
e W Ue - ohn fey he. mb fe_) 


is ignorant. 
arn SEE, 


het ae fur TRE 5 foc (s Ufe 
peal Geir fain Fg Tes HZ Lae a 
FlmeEe 


» Hs? 
Boraiaine: have any education because he never had @é‘oppontuni- 


fAlp ye re Sarr . 
West to learn dis parents were poor Aendifoles. The moment that | 


igo, to work on the land, | 


E> 


the boy conld work oe parents mate af 
there he eat: t*Mineg 


and entire boyhood eon tHe aTTt , 


sweating under the sun. 
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neackhed the Yr. Gf? EC Ayn) Sage Aer 
When he apy oy father feone 2, wife, Potcaynd & wife 


(Aha a 
who could WW help with the hard work, & wife who could 


rai seh a big family. 


ecple . 
Getting two hevkous to marry is one of the, easiest things to 
Callesadk 1 such ma SECS.) 


do in China. There are many 01d women who dothat sttteofthings.” 
(heh Mem hele Phe YAY Bre AJ 


Phe 
até fhey are called go-between. aie -nenKwas finally married. vo~a, 
Mogan 


She LGA ie mele Ubes swrbihion was tog) 


very cent he ge. Rat weiha tid: wong to America. 


heh Aad given) 
For many years he worked aa the oe rai his father ret a 
he vo Ss a2at/ Die 


Peed. 
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Diris ever Zee oie nes, #te-4ign was not well educated xe te 
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he anaved cn Ane 
bhiseman-eame-owbeto Vakland, he “‘gaverup: driving Poth ky 
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» the traffic is more i at 


automobile. 
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— lisence. 
ot~couree /He did not get as much as he wished but/he wanted bo get 
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he was not 38 chosely related to him as the MWe man who offered 
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him A lower price. 
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atoa le, Family amount tO Oakland and for the first 
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Adie was the only té&wiue (hat mae openga to tia, woman. 
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OA His new job was ee jooe All he had to do was to 
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deliver bills and collect money e got better Wa8eS, andxthe«pob 
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Shean, en the night before, the See Hoy Low, #s® Pekin Low 
(had been (os sthle 
and tae Asia Low wera molested by & group of men. Perhays thas was Ae 
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eer eUy wetrdi the tim cera -t1s the crackling of glass could 
Kame / rah Mme Shore. 
be heard77a etone brick weg flying tnromat-eavty- space. the critical 
moment had arrived. ‘he group gel mhen lead by two savage men rushed 
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whole store was 100ted s =sttinewnier carried away as much ofthe-geods 
Wade they could Pétirif. Scales costing hundreds of dollars were 


badly smashed. Meanwhile spectators in the streets were watching 


the whole scene with staring ce They could hardly believed their 


eyes. The workers of the stor “stood, there helpless doing Sa gabr 
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happening. But what could be done 
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month. Ot was because of the c cooperation of everyone that the 


store was able to continue. 
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"In times of upheaval aia tS what ee I some- 
times wonder why it is so hard to fares living. ‘There 
always seems to be trouble. If it isn't this #HéM it's that. 
That e rid all te staugsle fe mate ai lving 
Airaid gr ueghing-abeonge tormakes 
L unkers hard. Tuasréda in seer (hal py CA Pra Si) AE Cee ae ee 
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Fup ot ng y, lange fewrely eveyone seemed Corlerf arAl hope. 
ae ree over Seer d air t wanted to work here. I suppose most 


AAC el) 
Chinese come over/to work. We hear rye) eee america that we are 
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i@ who come over here lead a more leisurely and easy life ; 


kere 7 CASATS oS? Wwe were | 
fehan the atanrs in th¢é remote sections of Chinsé 
OGeesnEes 


"IT think that when China becomes stronger and brought up to 
eons (ed ns 


eae poor people wom not have to work so hard. People 
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VWwthve village in China. great rejoicing. Ror the fa- ; 


- an 


ne WAS ‘sss bas 
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education of whe bey. 
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~ { dict Le = Ge Cag 
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, Sa - Mil Ane Kan engineer Aa keep trac of #11 the 
modern improvements in the world of science. At the present 
tims he is making notes and collecting pictures of the Golden 
Gate ee iat Oi a 
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expert developer.of pictures. He learned how to develop 


ph tographs from a friend of his. The finished proauct pompared 


he always obliged. AP a great quantiby of pic- 
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very slight. It 12 xoo1r8h to develop a few pictures at a time. 
The wise thing to do isto develop a great sment at a time. In 


Oe 
cases where he trad one Te two films to develop the man would 
wait antil he had others pletures from other friends pefore 
he “would go ahead and develop theme. 
_—— He has a whole box of photographs AuYor contai neg -poenes 


bivevsey siugleipiacs thet he has visited: Niagara Falls, 


Yellow Stone P ark, Washington hry at Lincoln's Monument, 
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Meany familie from the land; fovea Fhe; workga 


anrK (3s (ard unfel, 


——_——— 


and slaved year after year, Little ee little, they workew then 


fie accume late CEASE CS gnrgney: Bl enipecat Ue Ae 
nebo: z untilthe-erandson of the-manewho worked. onthe 
— (Zee Frey tho beZ apr ia _ Pew Fe a Ge - AG 
oO a usiness mane Oe yy eye ny 
woh Was SEL aenen eos eis Fare, | fh Eak ChA’e 


s\ Ce far as,Wavemen rememberéd hd Wiéwithatche dis des onl > Wee 
Adit Ais 4 


rey Sere 


from a very rich grandfather, dnd his grandfather detcended 
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I can say that in my case What I know about my earlier 
; fides is next to nothing, fad doubtless with other families _ 
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The man said, "It is not so easy fto be a civil engineers , ‘ 
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y scene ede fle 0 hopes to make a Be Ge Ure vi China,’ xe iis 
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: Ne bring hg the elements of nature under his control. He is Reon 
ss ‘sy i. | n 
. ae? ailder, in order that industry and c omme ree and ri: 

e recently) d | yn ne 
traffic ay be more easily{carried on. bes, | pan nh 
wns f y A WwhERE ete. should be aig oy hen se lds | r ‘: 

ams, railroads, rhs aga Qe > 
bayr |! oD 
Aes fA, hE ACnaves ie 
2) CRS AR “AC lags cxf) \ a 
ie oats si niland aecarheaa: for hele’ COE, 


eh 


* 


eats eS laAs fe an The att HE deo Ate On 
r¥igation an grates ert “kbb-of-phesé.work come 
, A tas 

of tne civil engineer. 
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PA CA 
| (Chi, AP Linnumerad k_) 
"Our oeeng coke use eT eee nt eee We need 
bok 


people who gourd ase he Chinese oe English onzusge, ante / 
oe (Comes ~apnd fv / 
Ahe time <w come-when the shes goula built a eal oe) 


(oz The (an Kege ¢ AERs. ) 
dams by themselves without the aid al oataide es me 
dackonarK, feo baekrrancl, 2244 ee oe weep 


sid Fo soanbsy is slew. ‘Too slow to mateh the pace of the 
(Pece uti tK the tncdera) (we Chinese ane) as Ax peep/e) 
ever changing world. er cee aon , Rieryvare “WE ork 
Drust Change 


Mex content to let things ae as ae are. ae must moves we By, 
Above: ae ao 
must haretéa, we mast build, if we do not wish to be lost in the Bie 


is ie Wave m CA a [§a-e— 
3 kaleidoscops, hat is time. ‘Times are changing fast. The slew 


countries will be the ones who will suffer the most. the 


‘a \ \ 
‘hh ‘| 
| political situation all over the world is getting to be critical. 
S | “The /efeate ct ns — vents of 
* | t hap ine st few PveRne are like 


Aare ENfINCENS ~ [elec trical EPSFENEERS) 
"What we need now Me civil engineers, mining engineers, Kiko SHELA 


| [Admin esta a fons, ) 
‘bankers, 42g people familiar with the business and economicga 
culfuer subjects 


side of industr; 2 tite Alt, Anal music and other miscellaneous 


ane ‘nol Se impenT: Rein trl mus com © 
and less fmp9etant Subjects could come later but at the present. Z 


la fer. Fone re facsEeat What bre need 6s F phiurla of CHA 
me we need to build a Fie 2 a as rapidly as possible. jing CARY Se 
aod 
Piles / UML 0d thas into the abyss of destruction." 
eRe ere oe cite as 


pci (sacaeatt iia. aes CS gee 


whet fen ate MEO 


Pe 
‘schalid Hot a inge 


Ay 4 ' } 4 i 
wie ey . bw ba ‘- : a Eales ‘ s 
1; alk ee a ee oe bagee Rees Yee ee ane eee See me ls hg eee 
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hy , i" 4 y 
ae, a ae ak = 


priate y 


nas the Ratan ne 
of a young woman, ee ee eee 


ge ane 
‘China a ae a se sas may_not—be-exactlya story of her 
6en through 
Chinese as a-whole 


written about young man, young boys, middle 
! een 
age woman, and now —opportunity to write about a 


sa Te ae 


girl tn her twenties. ig” 


We who are born here do not understand the past history 


of China. On the Chinese calendar we aan that that the hi tae 

Sheath of May and the tenth of October, Wes days of importance. i VV 
Vrhem bec oes Cas (CHO | 

We celebrate ts doubtful if anyone of us could give 


thera actoeort Ee Ea 
A abfitine meaning the reason of the celebration. 


Our mothers and fathers do not explain to us the purpose 
of olidays or, i more exact, we, the children, do not 


SK 
Crise evente ty. i whenever a holiday comes around we 
x7 ee 
look forward to itjas a, day of rest and of feasting. 
But e labs nate ac Are oun ¢¢lehaahons of (A235 € AagS 
-J-was~abbesto—learn..that=the celebra- _ 
They we as emerge Tae ioe to wkat fakes place in CACIRA - 


aa ye is whit TARR Yung NIMAR Winey thes € EXpartences ure 
[asset -huge~and@elaborate LE SS AOEP of the same~holidays 

are about fo relate ascg Ven €&, 

in-China. 


before she took her trip fev beeet 
On (and the mea pn€ancn of the Sf Prurdard 


just as ignorant of the eS aston as anydre/ 
14. pra 5 onl Avra rre he beget fe Cana fBol 
of use —part—in the holidays 


@ia she ope to reahizethe importance of tiese days.to the— 


lives of the Chinese people. 
fates Wag Naa Y preven 1% weg OW 
-- ung-lady~took-her firat-pe ‘ine-this- wide world«in 
was bern here (rn 
theasanny; golden, “state-of California. She wes married after 
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Ke 
Meisetine from high school. The-hesbandand She took « trip 
(b0fAD SGI peletives y 
back to China for the Peas of sesing fobks and abeo (45 1 


a3 8 pleasure BrrDe he husband's mother sotker lives in 
sel / (commence at ) 
Canton feats which jis 8) today/ considered one of the Bsoe centers 


au 
of Southern China. there living is not so backward as /4in the 


Small villages. ut many things that the people do there are 


Strange and ewaat | compared to American life. 


lef he yeurg weman fe/f he Stary oF hea vest 
Bat-toLisben to. the-girl.tell it: 
(mn A@2 own Wora 


"My husband Ea) I left California on December about 
C43D 
four years agoez We were On a new boat, the President Hoover, 


and we took a special third class room, 

"I remember passing near Shanghai and we, erp 
the boats, coujd actually hear the roar of the guns and can= 
nons and the buzzing of the airplanes overhead. 


nally 
"We continued our way and jivé arrived in Hongkong 
ar elafpo. 2 ave 


Somewhere during the new year. There Was -6-¢reat—deal—of 
GOING OV Assembanked arf | 
fon. \iegimmediately left for Canton City. 


"Canton City is a great desl larger than Oskland. There®” 
~are-many pe ople»living there. “ie lived in a brick house which 


There 
was quite roomy. Dae acai the city Saye tke carpenters 


Wee 
are abet ne Rha old wooden buildings and erecting new 
modern’ 2. Some of ‘the streets are very wide and others 


are-very narrowe On the whole , the city compsred quite 
favorably with 0 akland. 


ed A 
"The manner in which people work and live was very 


ig lnhole 
strange to me. Basha seek es through the/week. Sunday 
[aS much of: | as 
was{a week day tike any other. G83, ctetnomrse All the stores 
verP im went bre § 


are opend¥. The only time(that the BigRee ACL oss is during the 
holidays and the week during New Year. Then—mos+—ef—the-storas. 
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ae tts the restagrants and the 

then + er 

drug store ae not eee fhe—fact-Le-thetmostof Fhe res- 
Counse were) 

taurants open all day and s#l night. 


‘he commercial and the residential. The residential city Sea for 
Heweve, 
is supplied with electricity. In--the-eity ee is only 


"There are two distinet sections in Canton Citys 


ne electrical company. This company aupplieé electric 

A : 

to both sections of the city. During the evening it is a 
(2) Gu 


common thing to have the light suddenly av ici The reason 


ae 


( only Y v 
ksttion off) ona the company aawe=tt—bo—bhem by. By atterrtne: the iene 4 


Se ee 


in the: residential ‘section® Skea the Light jetemped we lit 


the coal-oil stores and lamps. 
on uae a gtd nan as aU 
Wor a-Sstove- that-burns-weed. In our house 


Up AS 
there 4# no gas range. 
"The schook girls wear middy and skirts.é 2 


women and nenwear the typical Chinese long robes. 
however, J UeAS) 
tr strangest thing to me, te{the way in which the actin MUwrere 
ed ay ie slone, self 
chanewcediaisedse.” Rach store only one SP heehee 


VAS CAM ra, nstance, sold 
kind of Greimens A silk store 30s only silk, s food store 


But eae Tham fKAB. 
selis only foods. ‘Another Purtiealsimtabhgeabe-baet Gach street 


hag its own oarticular store. One street would contain only 


e 


food-store, another street-world «heve only restoarantsy And it 


howl parces— 
is very common for people to inquire/in every store and bay 


his is made e45y¢) 
from the cheapest one-/because the stores are so close to- 


gether. 
"In the villages apaeiatiper conditions are very different. 
(wrere, | lnanrnrek~ J 


Xk Bvery Tuesday, the villagers atieca around enters and buy 
Whatever they needed for the entire week. exp In the cities, of cedia dee 
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5) 
th@# is not necessary because the stores are always open. 
tcorw a Pesttion anvad_) 
"My husband/worked at San: Tow for many months. He 
? wa 5 
does not come home very Weay often because the trip “Ys So 
far. 


"Most of my time in China fee spent tf visiting the 


ing an ancient : aks es n the hills. The temples are very 


ancients $ome of them aeiee built right ae oe the rocks pn the 


they £ro ages_/ 
hills. Today people go there to pray seer “B20 
Every temple has {its own history. I visited so many of them 
Ary Ae (Aen 


that 1 do not remember@@ the history of the»tempres. 
"The life of the Chinese people in China is full of 
color and atmosphere. They make a great deal of fuss over 


funerals and weddings. Sometimes the only difference 


between a wedding and a funeral is that,instead of a coffin ||] 


parading through the streets,one sees a sedan-chair and the 


color of scarlet red. 


(extensrve_) 
"In weddings the celebration is hag and elaborate. 
bardes 
The mothers of the AOE parade the furniture of ther 
Cah 


eseay) 
/for days and days. 


CE fe bre LOA 


ie Z0te. 
"The fifth of May ig an important day in the Chinese 


calendar. It is te Festivel of the Dragons. On that day 


Tie Resa /aa 
it is customary to have Adragon—-boats races. The men of the 


town row the boats and people line me ere to witness the 
GHA € 

spectacle. Phe Rifferent SBE 3 cakes and cookies 

whieh ArA€ passe feaskes 

and fancy foods/back and forth. In the night . je OL ey 

-waking  TeKes 


~Py place eveny Whee . 


a Kee/a aly qe 


villages ta temples and the old See I _ronenbesii visit 


newly -u-ed 


deaghter” through the streets so that people wdebl see how much cack 
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? "The fifteenth of August is another important holiday, 


nenerannensa 


ime-Ghine. It is the festival of the Moon. On that night every 


person se up to the roof providing-of-course whether the 
tae ara Conven/ent ) 
house haite a roof or not. There on a little table, will be 


AS dyretl ‘aa 
set food such as rice, wine, ales, good-luck papers, and 


chopsticks. Ané the people wait until the moon is right 
AAG I EERE? 
over their head EID rH prayer. After the prayer “the 
(RES of 


cookies eae satay iotees aad (en eaten right ae there on the 
roof. 
"It is a beautiful sight to go up on the roof on 


this holiday and watch the lanterns swaying on the roof tops. 
Akmendus ge ghae FOL A TRE), 
Every oer: a cae pan _ ana/ peopie -plwyomah Se 


these lanleEerns Aan (Ae@ tQnawn 


he: | ge ee voningvy-the-Lient of=theymoon-and=the 

gécple play ek DAA Jhe€ Pree 15 oH deta om that wi'gAr 
Vemeaty The=moon- — any is-supoosed “to be» the habscrapsbiby 

te be The baigktesF __) tm wAgch _ a nes 
‘tn the whole year. According to an old legend/the people be- 
was The wiol An pele be /eeved that | 


lieved that there &%& a woman up in the moon. And{during an~ 


eclipse tphe-old-man-and wonen~of the village-satd that the 

be Was rT TEAS Ss 
Sone! the moon i@ eating ‘the MOON ahdedigesting it. Many ‘ 
in Pach enenal belief Evang wher. 
people ‘atil¥-think that an echivse is caused by the lady—in 


t.he : “m00Nn. 
"The tenth of October is another important day. It 


The Chnese+—— y, 
is Chine independence day. It is a day for fireworks, Parade. 


(Aa 
Woise, fixcitementy Gelepracion. Schools{closed on that day 


and the students march@@ around the pti Meanwhile-fire~ 
EZAS as Ke a4/ 


OE 
“crackers~boomed-all through eters ‘And seaekss end people 


hea li hays wetA ERE Cann 
, » feasting’ like»every other olrasys. 
‘ EOP before " we Knew (Td 
The days sped by ver pps and7seen the year almost 
a ys sped by very q ‘ Pony We SAO te eee 
My husband haypy to come ae within a yoan or he pwrul/ ao 
. be a llewA fe “urn to America.) 
cota no - Why? Because Uncle Sam say 960. 
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(6) 
[be fore fA€ yee WAS Overt WE hoa fo lear. Since the 


"80, wWe=came—beele~and life seems to lost much of its color 


and i pr al We arrived in California somewhere during the 
Christmas holidays and I was actually surprised by the quiet 
way in which the WSTTae® dal oeloneeted. After the noise and 
excitement of Chinese life I came to realize how much I woulda 
have missed if I did not take tha/tetp beek. 


CANE: 
"People have asked me whether Gites to live in California 
tit 


(pee sti a ARIE 
or China. It is a rather difficu 


fe) eaaaa| offhand. But if I 
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"Of course..he-does-not~ bulla the bridges-himself. He 
Superviges-the-building..of it...He draws.the bridge and find 
Out—how..much material it.takes-to build it. He gets.good..pay. 
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pre turned if was 
"When we came back to California we came back on the spur 


of the moment. My husband was making very good wages and we 
ard we hak abn 
were getting along very well, decided not to come 
Koweven, _ ) 


back at all. At the very last SAT came. Over here in 
Americas he does not make as much as if he had nA hah in China’ 


dein En oped) 
but we came back in order to avoid sion- the immigration 


laws. 
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This is an 01d saying that almost everyone knows. 


China is a land where superstition dominates the people. It 
is one of the superstitious countries of the earth, if not the most 
Supeerstitious. We would think that a country like China, who had a 
Civilization so long could not be a land where strange and unbelievable 
things happened. But strange things do happen&. Listen. 

It is a sign of bad luck to have the rice pot empty on the 
New Year. One is condemned if he says an offensive word in the New 
Year. If one puts his elbows on the tables. and his hand under his 
chin, thennthat person is doomed to suffer from ill luck. If one 
dreams he is taking a bath, it is a sign that he is going to die. 
If he dreams Zhat he is having his tooth extracted and there is no 
blood, then that person must beware, but if there is blood, them all 
that person has to do is to sit and wait for the good fortune that 
must soon come his way. 

I remembered many years ago a certain New Year's Day. Fire- 
crackers were booming along the er raats of Chinatown. ‘the stores 
and houses were decorated with red banners. Children who were usually 
dirty and untidy appeared smiling with clean faces and surprisingly 
clean necks. On the streets there were Women and children. All were 
going to pay visits bo their friends. ‘he children were especially 
happy because théy were going to receive money wrapped in tred-good 
luck papers. It might be a quarter, and it might be a half dollar. 

fhe Women were wearing red and bright green silks. And the 
little babies were dressed in an all rea ontfit. Luekily there were 
mo bulls around or the spectator wiil see more red. | 


The women's hair ts_fancily decorated. Golden peacocks resting 
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on golden stems. Colorful earrings gleamed in the sun. On their 


hands there were golden bracelets by the dozenfuls. Both arms were 
heavily laden with ornaments. 

The air seemed to be different. It was New Year and everybody 
was happy. At home the mothers made home-made cakes and cookies. 
On an old table, covered with a recently purchase tablecloth, there 
were two dishes of oranges, two dishes of watermelon seeds. Some 
lichee nuts, some dried sweet cocoanut, and some sweet Chinese lilies. 
On the walls there were many red papers on which were written good 
words and greetings for the new yee 


On the seventh day of the New Year friends gathered together 


and feasted. In the afternoon there was a dragon parade. And all 


of the stores hang up a cabbage. Inside of the cabbage there was 

some money, the amgunt ran from a dollar bill to one hundred dollars 
And when the drsgon visited the home, then that home is supposed to 
be blessed with good luck for the whole year around. Nae 
And the evening before the ew Year started, the mothers Treated 
y/ 


red wax candles and burn’ golden papers. At exactly midnight everyone 


in the family gathered ‘together and es "jide." 

And then tne mother will give a dime wrapped in red paper to 
each one of her chijdren. Zhe father did the same. And the children 
put the two dimes and put it under their pillow for one whole week 
of the New Year. 

And the next morning the first day of the Hew Year everyone 
dressed. Zhe childred did not go to school that day. In the more 
superstitious homes the mothers locked up all of the brooms and 


dustpans. ‘The floors remained unswept for one whole week. 


Wo one should take a bath that day. It was not right. 
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And when the children woke up the next morning, they should 
not erie or fight. If they did, then they would frighten away the 
good luck gods and goddesses. 

All day long the women fe visiting or they were at home recei- 
ving guests For one week everybody was happy and gay. 

On the last day of the New Year, those who could afford it, 
Shot firecrackers for one or two hours. it was the end of the New 
Year, but it was the beginning of a new year. Evetything was color- 
ful and dazzling. And when midnight drew near) the lonelgz echo of a 
firecracker died away. And the next day people went back into their 
ordinary work. “he str@wets were filled with firecracker paper. 
fhe red bright banners were taken down. And the youngsters put away 
their new clothes until the next year. 

That was the scene the spectator saw five, ten, or fifteen years 
ago. But lately in the last few years something had happened. 

Tt was a change that only a Chinese could know. ‘To the out- 
Sider nothing had happened. It was lew Year, but there was not so 
much fuss. Women went visiting as of old, their hair were neatly 
bobbed. Some wear long robes and otheres wore American clotheks. 
They did not wear much jewelry except a single diamond ring on the 
finger. And some gave money to the children without wrapping them 
in red papers. 

Instead of having oranges,flowers, and lichee nuts, people put 
only a dish of watermelon seeds on the table. 

No one locked up their brooms and dustpans. Some of the older 
children did not even dress up for the New Year. 

What had happened? Was there a conlfict going on somewhere? 


Or was it something else: 
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The children played an important part in the change although 
they may not know it. 

When their mother cane to this country, she was Chinese all 
through. In manner,and speech,and section she was thoroughly Chinese. 
The children, when they were babies, saw their mother followed strange 
customs. But when they grew up they looked upon it as a lot of fuss 
and nonsense. So the motrer little by little dropped some of her 
strange behavior and kept some that were not so odd. ie can say for 
Sure that all of the children of the Chinese today when they grow | 
up will not retain of the old customs. Perhaps they will,but it is 
hard to think so. 

So that today the mother is the only one in most families, who 
still retsin an atmosphlere of old China. The children look upon it 
with wonder. 

So that today in the New Yesr, the holidays, the celebrations 
the old Chinese atmosphere is missing. All of the change is brought 
about gredually. Little by little. 

We would be inclined to think that the old women who came to 
this country would never be sble to change over. But they do. 

This story is about a woman who did change over almost com- 
pletely. She dhanged in action, in manner, and in clothes. 

She was the oldest child in a family of nine children. She was 
married to her husband through the family's arrangement. This nus- 
band was rich landowner. When she married she left her village and 
and went to live in the new house that ner husband built for her. 

She did not have to do any work. “verything was done by maids and 
She herself got two personal maids of her OWN « One of the maids was 


adopted by her. his maid when six years old, lost her mother and she 


was left alone to care for herself. The woman adopted her for a maid. 
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And the maid had care for her from then on. 

The husband did not have to work and the wife did not have to 
work. ‘They owned acres and acres of land. They te not work on the 
land themselves nor, they ho hire someone to do the work. 


The husband leased the land to farmers. ‘The lease could be re- 


urbe 
newed if it be satisfactory to both parties. ‘fhe tenants lived Ttved__ 


on the farm. 

The man decided what main crop to grow. And the farmers had to 
obey. He was concerned. something that had a good market. However, 
the farmers can grow subsidiary crops. ‘These crops belong to the far- 
mers The farmers did not have to pay any rent. ‘The year's rent was 
settled at the harvest. In good or bad seasons both the landlord and 
the tenants shared together. 

Some of the strange customs that the woman explained were: 
"Manners i the most important thing to the Chinese people. 
Respects for the elders is very important. Even if the older person 
is wrong the younger people had to respect him just the same. It is 

a disgrace to offer tea to anyone with one hand. One has to offer 
tea to a friend or guest with both hands. One has to stand up while 
offering tea. 

pr rv 

"On days when we visit the graves of the ancestors we has to 
kowtow before each grave. Then we light the wax candles ana put food 
on each grave. Sometimes the beggars come around and eat the food 
while we are away. 

"On days of festivals there are many excitement. lien drink 
themselves drunk. ‘They play games with their nands, a game called 


"ehi mew! The loser has to drink a glass of wine. 


"Red is the good luck color of the Chinese people. On thd New 
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Year everything is red. And children and adults wear colors that 
would make a modern artist crazy with hysterics. But it is typically 
Chinese. We light inkcense and punks to the earthen gods and goddesses. 
“Life was easy and restful. None of us in the house has to work. 
But sometimes because of curiosity, I go down into the kitchen and help 
in the cooking and the preparing of the food. dienes peat he house we 
have gardens and varieties of dazzling flowers. ‘the gardeners are mag- 
icians because of what they could do with the flowers. 

"idy husband and I always wanted to see America, We came over 
four years ago. Since coming over both of us have to work. But 
we like it. As my stay in America lengthened, 1 became attached to 
this country. I came to America without intent of learning anything 
here. But soon 1 noticed that the people over here were a Little 

different from the Chinese people of China. Many had their hair 
bobbed. lany wore American clothes. They fit in the scene. When 
I wear some Chinese robes uptown, I seemed to be so conspicuous. 
The American clothes are more comfortable. 

"My oldest son absolutely would not have anything to do with 
customs. He says everything is so silly. I found out that just 
being in America alone is 9 great education. 

"I remembered many years ago, when I was a child something hap- 
pened to me. 1 was eating a piece of chicken. I was choked. My 
mother immediately put a bowl of rice on my head and with a,pair of 
chopticks she rattled on the bowl. She said that will Vaking the 
choke away. In my house today if I did such a thing, it would seemy 
ridiculous and comical. But in China everybody takesit seriously. 

"The Chinese way of saying hello is, 'Have yon eaten rice?! 


But now unconciously when I see someone, 1 say, 'Hello’. 
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"It iss a change that had come so gradusllybhat even I, muself 
is not awared of it. 

"We Chinese have big families. ‘hen we go out, the whole 
family take up the entire street. ‘y oldest son would not go sany- 
whege with us if we are going out together. He seems embarrassed be- 
eause there is such a hig group. 

"Many people would think that there is some sort of a gulp 
between the Chinese of old China and the Chinese who sre born here. 
But there isn't. We are gradually adapting Sree to western life. 
Slowly but surely. I found for myself that I am dropping many things 
that I would never think of dropping ih China. 

"The family discusses outside affairs and books. Og course I 
do not know the things they are talking about, but I try to learn 
something if possible. ‘y sons and dsughters are always going to the 
motion picture shows. ‘They know long before the show reach town 
whether it is good or not. 

"IT do not have mach time to read. iew Chinese women hve. 

But I look at the newspaper once in awhile. We seem to be getting 
along all right." 

So the twain did meet. 

The woman is thirty-eight years of age. Her husband is 3 few 
years older. After nine years dee iea life in China, she came 
over t) this country. ‘Three children were born in China. When 
the mother came over, they stayed with the aunt in China. Two 
children were born in California. During these four and a half years 
that the woman had been here she is changing hersel®* and adapting 
herself to this life. 


And at home the family speak Chinese and English. Yes, they do. 
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And the children know all of the recent slangs. And today 


they add to the accomplishments, pig latin. ‘Yes, they are advancing 
themselves in this world. : 

| There are ees many families identical to this one. But they 
r. are getting slong. No fear of that. 


To those who wondered and doubt, we offered this humble story. 
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She wants to see her old mother again after all these 
/ bt she Rais /ived \ ; 

years of married life, fwelve years/in América, and—often She 7A’ 745 
offer Aay CH 

thought of the time when she may return to the place where 

: ithe) tthe \ 

she was born, to see againjold faces and/{scenes which have 


hese years. -semetines she has a/fnostalzie 
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feeiine of the land she left. Because of this nomesickness, 
She aiweys saves whatever she can afford in order to prepare 
Are : 
for the day when she can go back. Yet everytuimé that she “ae 5 
hea atleMt to 
j.prepares to go, something comes up amd detaing her. 
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grandmother of her four aul Taree How clearly she sees again 
€ my \ [ske) eof aver 
the scenes of her childhood/as a little girl, roam ie the 
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China, and because of thi Wit 


Mon E 
she has enough/to be independegnt for a reasonable period of 
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prk pooeved 
village. The “narriage CG, Caan a fruitful one, for 


born _) 
there came thirteen children{to these two, seven boys and six 
rL- 


girls. Uf these thirteen, twelve are falive, while one died 


when a child. 
fn these (iife hak deen 3 hae heels 
Life-to-the two weg a long hard task/6€ work and labor. . /__ 
A tnt of fAerr beasties 
| Sab-o2 tne good-cartiry they managed to raise enough {to ey Tee 


ein fect ifo-ble_) )jpatltha A 


up the children, to acquire enough for a etl, ££ /not/ex ra- 
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Saban ee ool A) 
So the wife the world wars’ only / and and sky. In order 
to survive, one must work, and work rie aid, from her early 
girlhood until she was too old to move around in the fields. 
Spending her\elmost /entire life on the land, Race 
TAG 


knew only a few outside places, and these were—-e, few neighborhy 
hamlets. where her friends lived. 
When she was @ little girl, she had very little education, 


for in those days, girls had no need to be well educated. All 


‘had fo 
that a girl mées know eereecs manners, good behavior, obedi- 
thing 
ence. The most important,to her was to be a good “de and 
aco’ 79 G oe 


mother in order to bring her children up properly. oer her 


she 
marriage, phowise devoted her life to her work a reuitlaxen ; 
Ty [Hen 
She was 4 mother, teacher, advisor, and often ths doctor. She 


The @vea~ne owt ne Ag _ 
of marriage, /surviving winter, summer, ero and the ravages 


Ame Pall 
of nature, shea remained stainek and seit tera ee Because 
l by fhe a es 
of this, she survived while others ° 


paneer ee 
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Although he had thirteen children, he showed no fatherly 
affection toward them. He could not stand the constant 
irritation of having children bother him with trivial matters 
that did not concern him in any way. Whenever he worked oe 
was ican 3 in a task, any annoyance®, however ORE EN eS 

AS or threas aX 2 , 
maght be, were enough to send him if Ammedta esanger. Fite “Avs 


fooK such eeigres 
+his quiek anger e@ cou BS e control ‘his YU pe 


od A ite 
words or SOE Whether they “ee, Js ore tris, \% arpoued Ary _) 
The #04 NE/PC# 
ebtldren ped ienthe. Once when his third child annoyed him 


a his work, the eda picked up a large wooden pipe, and with 
fauck the fa chs et thal fe 
Saal heavy blow on the head of-the-chiltd, almost kill- 


him. 
RS (Ask Geer ) 


The husband was a farmer, so-was his father ‘before him. 
His father owned many acres of land, and ,wigw when he died, 


he-divided the land/equally among the SONS. 
gente second son D a large Wee a led his wife 
Aes $ tee’ ‘tm we2rce f_ 
yarns with hin d. There thé $prw bopmn carth. ae 
he toiled,year after year, and when a sons grew ap, they /nelped 
with the work of the farm. Zach year during the harvest, 
fin the summer, and atso.in the autumn, everyones available 
person in the family went gor to the fiekds to work. "Gen When 
were ket was finished, ehateni1y pet son down for a few months 


of rest. 
asscal after 
And thus the years dent ty, one another, and the 
routine life of earning a living from the land went on. Year 
after year it was thus, and the children grew up into manhood 


and womanhood. Then one by one the sons and daughters got 
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married. Some stayed in the lana, others migrated to foreign 


Corn (9 


lends. But the o1d mother remained in the interior of the 


‘ 
emeti village, proud of her postion as mother, grandmother, 


centere 
Pay ae tA eae tr 


and great grandmother. Here wes her whole li 
e 
iin this land which had supplied her with food and shelter. 


There was Palmore more that she desired. Her daughters were 


Cited f Age. VAS, 
married -featites, so were her sons. the sons 


supplied her with foodw and money when the old father diea{ 
Her life was secure, and there was no need to worry sbout the 


future. She hed many sons to care for her. Bet It was, at 
however, 


this time,that her eyesight began to fail her, and as the 
days went by, she saw the land grow dim, the sky grow dark, 


and she knew within her heart that soon she would be blind 


thet: She wuld ) 
and/not be able “to see the outside world again. This constant 


dread of blindness frightened her, not so much because she 
fhe, hry Woe ty 
would not be able to see/light / ,» but because she wanted , 


once MOLE , to see the three children who hed dons over to 


Anerica to earn their living,—bat- who had not ‘gone back during 
aie (once) 
all these years. <At\was her greatest wish, eo see them again, 


ee 


Alas: she grew blinder by_the yearg, the fear dawned upon 


Caer 
hen, more and more that. anless Praesoon, she would mot7ever 
see them ORD KC RaE i Th €.339 
see her-sons-end-d aught Sains 4y eans cla ) 
thin OE Riley Agate 
cfervidiigs tad 
Her youngest child, the you KA wre S 


hen favor ure She FF we 
fontest child of this-—old-mother. Il¢=-trs the ial Yearned 
cr) feats foe one-f 
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‘ But the d. Pay ti/l arhecihed, sh /f uncer four’ 
‘tereshe- 1s, 7st 111 in America, Ota al Hoe 


1 ithe (te Ching ) Hime Sree 
“she W herable +e go back. “It seems aor nde ago thet she 


left ae. land to come over here. ‘When She Ses thine se 5 c@arw eC 
of phe had nece/ved _s 
ore ree many letters/from her brother urging her to come 


etters fel Misr Mises at. that) 
over, merica “aS a nice place to live in, an here were 


opportunies for everyone. She was greatly influenced by these 
Sau became Fr “HeH wt fpr 


ee ang come toAmerios. 


Her opportunity came when she was married to an America-born 


letters and 


Chinese, and hle brought her over to-thite-landw Her first 
mrt wepnder nhen she Saw bi 


impression of America was one of surprise ,#orse@ homes | ‘supplied 


with electricity, water an@ gas. America was a wonderful 
fier those (nm Appa, ) 
land, she thought then. How different the cities es were, with 
seemed 
their tall buildings and wide streets. And the peopke,to 
g huncy t Ohenlte! ant 6H he ste ) 


ns 6 of AurriLed hast 
“new life merica tei, and because everything, 


her life, her home, the atmosphere, was so new and strange, 


she adapted herself to the new way of living, and had little 
A, sia \ 
time Jeo be heawes homesick. eens eS 


occupied with earning money and raising a family, thet she had 
€) 
little time to worry about returning beek to hen homeland. 
Lfelf aekintlely, sae fA ¢ fiat Sane Hoy) 
egioki neat ane krew she would retarn,/oat when that day 
egies ve, i asa papi keen. he. ler e Mien) 


New-she-heas fhree children/ sna the years have passed 


lAen CA Cori ; 

quickly by, s time to dream of the land of her birth, ac 

be Billed with Ke desiae to nevistt The ala scenes ancl see fA¥ 
to po=see -old_seenes ant-old-—faces which she hag 


Wie Oeleost) ard were bf 
bput—wel-eh=stiit—ene 


forgotten wom, a vague memory to her. 
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“ost of sll she wanted to see ker old mother me ha a y 


ae 


as—she—exptained, "You know how thse « old women are, it ere 
want something, they jest want it. 1 would tbee~so very ‘mach [1 ke 
to go back, but it is next to impossbble. iE jfusband is settled 


here, and the children are going to school. “UL faves Wa as 
meta be disturbed: —- far 
pocceserare une gueeke—fenity eee ee if i eA enough van 
Gust) | Gren tas, 
money, 1 would really go back alone (for a short time, bab I 
cannot afford i. 1 really do not know when I shall be on 


to go. 72 know my mother is anxiously waiting to see me again, 


neal and 1/do not want to disappoint her." 


e old mother in Chine is almost completely bind. 
Whenever\she wishes to go enyolece, Someone has to’lead her, 
but her almost comphéte blindness is not 4 gre handicap, 
for she can dd many things. She can find ber way around the 
house. She can Light s candle without shy trouble, and she 


/ 


ean go to her room without any aid om someone else. 


3 oh 
Not so long ago en one of/her grandsons went back to 


see her, she was extreme py. Everyday she cooked tempt- 


ing foods especially for and she gave him money to 


buy candies and cakes. 


There is only e thing tha spoils the happiness of 


this old mother, Ana this is that the wife of her first son 


is always quarreling with her, RRS ife almost unbearable 
in these laSt moments of her life. Often this wife makes 

the old/mother ery, and do everything in her power to make 

tne Lone unpleasant for the 01d mother. She ope all letters 


es Peay ste whatever money she can find which is BAe 


for Se, ee 


= , \ | | (2 

Se ‘ Bat re wh Poot. the Bod, PFMran ava oe Aatre The . 
wee gS ely § Ace en cetng fen LI fal alg Ler IAC. MIAN, 

rig Tea by bie of b bbe any anders: Ae Bo ie Asie age’ a 


sre oO. . 


te-went—back—Lo years—ago. “The g¥anas ote many letters 
Say (ry Bank find tly che of Ken 
urging that she would like to see one of her grandsons. und this 
{Le was he son cf the poemans 
boy was one chosen on go back. 


$ Clon Gaon AA es wet JS (SALLE og aa ) 
x Ye Was twelve years old when his fabher sen Ca CF ne 


(etiunned fo ho Ameu[e- 
stayed in China fom four years Rind eune. back-agesin. 


what (Are aa O72 ee 
anys (7 Ch tna oe aA ee 


Bran mother ‘was completely blind. Whenever 
ertherr_) 


she wished to go anywhere/l T always-hed—to-lead-rer or someone else 
rwevtry, > 


had to lead her. In spite of the fact that she was pro tte could 


"When I 


do many things. She could pee her way:around the house, “"ghe 

could light a candle and she Spud her foom without any help. It 
Soe 

was only when she went out, at someone had to lead her. I was 


the first grandson from Anerica that had ever gone back to see -hera 


ard she lasout IT 
Granhwother was very happy: when I SOS the village where” 
SHE YA t 


2 lived, I was very surprised. was so different 


TAia (rie 
er oayitoriaa’ The streets were about theee yards wide,ardt 1727 
| (he 
Ripe gireets were filled with4waste material vy We that 


the villagers threw out. But/ soon) T/ had to adt used to it. 
"Grandmother treats very nice. averypay she had a special 


dish cooked for mea And she ae me money to bay candies and cakes. 
old és. ard_tiret Ww 
My unele, who "S the first son of my grandmotner, was jmarrie 


first) kad fi se a3 


is/wife {ed and jhe married another women. thy woman was always 


fighting Cet 7a ga ali meta quarelling with grand- 


mother. Il GRATE Sete times she made gramdmother crim. N 


By 


Aid SAD ity 
69 not like that-women. 


des anpennen ty [fe Prot A 
% ee ts CRO: 


a ee = 


rg niet 


gee 


W oe < 
ant 


KS ity 


mer ) 
; "Pather used to send noes rice UE grentaotnn; and a this woman prowl 
thE TOKE oo the Wc ina eae rane — TA cs) 
opengé ner letters ee ae erent. he did thet for 
‘tr wa danse ver, AEA 
a long time ee ae rt ou sca er 


womar.was very nice. Heowas ike a wltgs T wondered why he ever 


At ade TRUS 
stayed married to her. oman used to pate Gites 


(orth wag _poard eine Can 
in the same house But when I went - she and my uncle had to 


trove? 
jee to the ola house and I lived in the new hoase, ay ereandmother 


and the son of my uncle. ‘The old house was just a block away from 


GA 
the new howse. / 
(Gerep hl. 


"Unele onn?a stowe in the village. People came and Wezey goods 
from ied on credit. Some people owped him money and never paid 


Cour SE 
thdpilis. Since most of the Mente aqeieloce friends it was /hard 


jer ul ead YE) eed | is 
to tell them to pay. ‘The store no ce much money. 
‘ IAC 


"Grandmother spent rina her days resting out in the SONS» 


Cccasparall bre en) 
Sometimes some old nonen zeae to reat her and they/sat around the 
yard talking about business andy: imerica. They talk7for hours iske 


We Tht a \ 


"Village Tee SS differant from city life. Hverything is 


eof leisurely done, Maere everyone seemed to be closer to nature. 


(4) 


F “[sgeme eh 3 _— 
averyond$ee part of ee 
Was” 


a 
"When I to reer e: grandmother reecretted to see 
ek CaM 
me go told me to tell my father that she wished to see him ge : 


very mucd), Jl(Ae ) Ae So 
pack. iy father wanted Ee peck bee could not/for the same rea- 
elo 


sons that my aunt could no | 
Ww frat Lane oe ye brant Po eth 


WT want to-go-_baek to China “again. 4 never had a chance to 
hon F was EP was here Centering fa fend fo 


really see the big cities, The next time - 0, 2 
rie; ard Riaaded es care / Y 


Can D fe nepal Frat | ae we Langit Feme > 


a) : 2 
‘fein s 


' NEN 
7 oe SG [Ae lDtte er ehy VE ae (2 
rae REY ®. fol / ies ji SE nge fe hey asel/ hE. a Us 


tiei~goo.™ dretts the aunt . thie voy, VAs went back, she kas 
S rita ever ‘ : ¢ tea 


ou 


eS aihinres te been 
ke Tees TF} 
Se the trips ard Aa r<gr nO facll of hea un 


wished 


Ge 
able t Reyons, talking 


6 years passe@ by quicky. ‘The old mother was ae 
be older 8 older. And the desire of the lai goo became cute. 


She is hoping ¢ 


~ 
~ 


t someday somehow she will have t “opportunity 


we 


to return to the Be she was born ad see her mother. 


She said, "You know how those old woman are. If they want 
ie 


{ke very much to go back. But 


something they want it. I would 


it is next to impossible. lily husband is settled here. Illy children 

are going to school. Atijthese will be ~apset if the whole family 

is to go pack. If lL had the money | would god\back for a trip but 
ya 


I could afford it. I really do not know when I 


a ; ' Dea ae 
eee) He Zo S Cm hee Za ved nC ard werts. ) Fhe 
(fhe old woman in China iting, waitin ‘Weny_yeats-ago 
tts anc trinks of the _ ty: av me Fhe 5m aot — SL those SF REN SHS 
Seydag-goodbye to 0 her—sore/and daughters who were 


leaving America. She had her eyesight thens 7 ks 


eae sax reyes. How_she is-sctaaliy 
Me Se ee aR 

f “the sone-end-daughters returned tothe viltege., 
aiueeol a. woman would not know what they look. like. But she would 


ohe would be 


W she ever live to see the day when her childfe _shall go 


back and paid their ne will tell. ie 


think that anyone w grandmother, and great- 
HL 
grandmother really deserved some happiness. e really does. 


va a ee 
rH rw we 


id beeqmt 


ep tiles acl Ls ai PS SAE a Eo ht er. lea oe |) J, sai Dll 
ort Story § saster Morning and Mr. Saroyan Jon Lee 


Yesterday was waster, and the only thing that 1 did was 
to go to the s#ox-Oakland theatre to pass away the time. But 
during the sfternoon | keé went up to the roof of our store, 
ent there 1 sat in the hot sun, looking down upon the street, 
seeing the familiar things, the Alameda tube, the automoniles, 
snd the five trees right across the street, and the empty lot 
where people live in 014 antomobiles and shacks. 

the five trees had all blogomme 4 forth into nice green 
leaves, and the wild birds flickered in and out, chirping and 
Singing in symphonic edtasy, and 1 felt myself as a bird wing- 
ing over the freedom of the sky. hese five trees were bare 
in the winter, and in the fall 1 saw the brown-red leaves 
floating to the earth, where they turned to dust in the coming 
of the chill winter, but always in the coming of the cheery 
spring, the leaves would blossom forth again, sprouting out 
of the cold and degd-like limbs, little green leaves, bat 
especially during the taster, and then the leaves took on a 
fragrant and magnificent feeling, and this Sunday as 1 looked 
across the street, I saw these five trees again, and they were 
all in bloom. It was Master. 

The day was wagm, very hot indeed, and the wind was hot 
and uncomfortable, but watching these trees made me forget 
about the uncomfortable air. #or these trees always held a 
Masoination to mee From diy windom in my bedroom 1 could see 
them, tall, stately, magnificent too. sometimes when the weather 
was bad, I could hear the wind fighting its way through the 


singing leaves, and in the norming, many of the leaves had 


fallen, but always the trees are there, and I am glad, for I 


th 

_ 

‘ 1 a 
i 
aN ae 

, ee eee A 


ee 


there is nothing wonderful 


3 
came to me. It was while looking over to far away, to the purple 


« 


hills of Gerre lex that once I got the idea for a short story, 


something about atoms and molecules. And so 1 loved this roof. 


; No one ouup there exéept my sister to hang up her wet 


—! 


 ehothes on sunday, otherwise iL am the Only one. The roof is very 


is low, and the five trees are very high, so high, that even while 


re 
a4. OAM 


I was lying down 1 could see them, always swaying back and forth, 


a: giving forth strange mysterious sounds, communing with nature. 
sometimes 1 would look at the trees for many moments, why, L 
myself could not azplald. It was indeed so wonderful to know 
fay that many years from now, after you and 1 will have gone away, 
: these trees would still be there, and the green leaves there 
tao, greener than ever in saster, and although i shall not be 
here, I will remember those five trees.. | 
oe It was taster morning on this sunday, as i have said, and 
. niin an the trees 2 the spring of our year. All was quietness 
_— everyunere, as we ieee ine remote seetion of the city. i 
we up on the roof alone. unce in a while 1 conld hear the drone 


sae a. CASA weed breaking the fascinating silence of this waster 
Paeen oe 


pee? pee roof right above the store, but it was there that, sitt- 


| ing in the san, [oT eemi ae up to the blue sky rac ah ena | of my stories 


- ee 


Se 


[Keo 


ary Kruled 
“4 


looked far away into the distance. ‘tnere the blue 


. of beloved perkelgy still stands. 1 saw the white white 
Se a =) k 
houses on ‘the sides of the hills. whey were very clear indéed. 


wt 


oe ‘and a feeling of being alive, the joy of breathing, the magnifi- 
cence of knowing, to breathe (pardon me, Mr. saroyan]. to Live, 
op ~ gurged through this spring air. ane for a moment 1 was lost in 
wf the song of aster. | 

og the desolation of darkness was gone, and in itss place 


fag. 


a "the ais trees broag ht forth a message of hope, and the weeping 


. 


mae laughter of the sed earth were no more for this moment of 
“i moment, (ag@fn with apologies to Seroyan) » 
7 sitcing there in the sun, in the morn of our waster, the 
he five trees kissing the air of spring, the blue and violet hills 
of berkeley, the quietness and voidness of nothing, and this 
Se Baster. he significance of the trees, of the flowers, 

even of the weeds and wild growth of nature, they too were 
A beautiful, and yet not ugly Fa gnaig: and the tiaster song of 
er came over this weeping world. 
; uet us forget for the moment the desolation. the weeping. 
And elas, the trsegedy, the hopelessness of the hopeless. uxhe 
sadness of the sad, and wailing song of despair. And poverty too. 
ott we will look at the five trees, and see them as something 
mbolic, dodobhing to forget the ugliness of the earth, and 
orget, while the trees are hare, and femember,while they are 


gt it Ws here. and everywhere, and yet nowhere, Mr. Saro- 


cen 


he SIR IEE inhale and exhale now, this momant of i 


inhale. Hxhale. 


" 


an. 
o 
5 


In the quietness of this morn of universal gladness, let 
us remember that we are alive, and we are alive. Yes. 

The hotness of the afternoon wore on, and the five trees 
sang its song of springtine gladness, and i mysel?, a small 
atoms of this universe, saw for the moment the living, and not 
the dead, saw the five trees, snd the birds eng in and out, 
here and there, and the song of waster, of the leaves, of the 
trees, of the flowers, and even of laughter too, and the hope-~ 
lessness, and weeping, and sadness do not belong, and + sat in 
the seen sun, feeling its warmth, its vitality, then the wind, 
and the air, the azure blue of the sky, but especially the greeness 
of my five trees across the street. 

“ime and again, and the afternoon wore onf And it was 
the master of our year. 

she song of spring ispei2a singing, the laughter of glane 
tidings still echoes, the five strees still grows, and 1 with 
them, am growing t00-. 

And thus it is, in the Sunday morn of this master, up 
on the roof on Fifth Street, and here am i, but where are your 

I am the five trees, and 1 am singing & song of spring, 
but are you toor i am the five trees, and 1 am growing in 
this day of spring, but are you tooy 1 am the five trees, 
and 1 am this boy on the roof, here, and there, watching the 
five trees. And what am 1% 

I am the resurrection of a life, tir. Saroyan, and so 
brother, breath deeply, inhale and exhale. inhale. And then. 
sxhale. Yes. 


And thus Baster was over, and i am a mortal again, going 


through this weeping world. 1. am mortal again. 


' uf 
tt ; 


It seems as though we Sdaha not avoid writ ng 2 story about 

a boy or a young nas Because the following story is sneh an in- 
teresting one, we Simply could not pass it up. This young man had 
been in America less than a year. This story is written exactly as 
told by thé boy so that if iS eases a little childish, it is because 
the story is told to us in that manner. 

The story starts with the earlpz childhood of the boy and ends 
with his life story today. 

"I did not know the date of my birth until I was seven years 
old. My parents told me about it in the year that I started school. 
I found out that I was born in the year 1915. ‘The whbke family had 
moved trom the country to Canton City and we lived there until then. 

"I have four big brothers, three small brothers and three big 
Sisters. All of my big brothers and one big sister’ were married 
and they were not living with us. 

t "My father is over fifty years of age. He was born in America 
and he took several trips back to Chkna. When he was young he went 
to church at night. He worked in an American family. He worked very 
hard and study very diligently. He brought my mother to America. 
They lived in Oakland on Tenth Street. But one year he took the 
whole family back to Canton, China. 

"We had so many people in our family that the house in China 
was not big enough to hold everybody. So my father built a new 
house a few blocks from the old house. We moved into the new house 
in 1927. ly two small brothers were born there. Now they are just 
Six or seven years old. They are named Leong and Har. iihen I was 


still in Chins, Har was just about touryears Old and Leong was about 


five. Leong is very cute. I always did something to make him feel 


happy. 
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He is a very intelligent child. When he saw anybody sorry or sad 
looking, he would do something fanny thet person smiled. 

"Now I could still remember things that happened to me when 
I was six years old. My mother always wanted me to give her a rub 
down. Whenever she’ was tired she called on me to do that. I did 
that one hour or two hours every time. When my arms got tired, I 
did not dare stop and I kept doing until my mother let me go. I 
was very obedient. 

"One morning I saw that my brothers and sisters were going to 
school. I wanted very much to go with them. I could not go. I 
wanted to go so much that I Biragat sd and cried for it. Then my 
father said that he would send me to school next week. Now when I 
think back about it, I did not know wht 'I wanted to go to school so 
eagerly at that time. 

"The next week came and I felt so happy that I. could not sleep 
at nighti I got uo very early in the morning and dressed up and got 
everything ready to go to school with my father. 

"I started school at the age of seven. ‘The school was very far 
from my house. It took a half hour time to get there. The name of 
the school is Shen Yet Sen University. It contained a Kindergarden, 
an Elementary School, a Junior High, and a High School. There were 
about eight thousand pupils in the school. 

"Right from the start I went to the first grade. I did not zo 
to kindergsrden. We had many subjects such as Chinese, Music, Physical 
Education, and Art. My teacher was Miss Chin. She was a very good 
teacher. She kad been in the school for over ten years. The teachers 
from the kindergarden to the third Peres UT REE and the teachers 


enn tnt 
from the fourth grade are men. hen I was in the second grade, I 
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- gould write a hundred word composition. We always described some- 
thing or discussed something whenever we were writing a composition. 
We never wrote stories. we had penmanship every day from the first 
grade to the eighth grade. ve had a test every month. At the end 
of the term we had a huge examination to see if we were ready for 
the upper grades. If we dia not have seventy percent or over we had 
to stay in the same grade. I was lucky that I did not stay in the 
Same grade and I went straight up from the first up to eighth and 
ninth grade. 

"During the fourth grade, we began to have English. As first 
we learned the letters. We felt it was hard to remember so many 
letters. We took two weeks to learn them. Most of the pupils did 
not like English. itiwas a most-difficult language. ilany of, pupils 
thought that it was not very useful in their own country. we only 
had one English period every week. 

“We had more difficult subjects in the upper grades. In Junior 
High School, I had Geometry, Algebra, Science, and Trigonometry. 
These are the foreign country courses. I liked all of them except 
Trigonometry, because it was so hard and I could not even understand 
or remember it. 

" 'T will bring you to America.' " My father had said this to 
me for many years. But as the tim went on, it had not become a true 
fact. I had almost forgotten about it. One year, tw years, and 
then three. At that time I was in the Bight Grade. ily father told 
me that he would come over first, then I could come over afterwards. 
Ly father wanted me to finish Senior High school before he would 
like to have me come Over. 


"Tn August 1933 my father started to return to America. Then 
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my father, other, sister and I went to Hong Kong from Canton. We 

went to the Look Hoy Tung Hotel. After my father got everything settled 
we went up to the hills around Hong Kong in an automobile. Some of 

our friends who lived in the city invited us bo the big restaurants 

for dinner. We had a very good time. 

"Time always goes fast. It was the day my father had to leave. 
He got up very early in the morning to get the baggage tied up. Then 
all of us rode over to Gou Loung which was on the opposite shore of 
Hong Kong where the boat was anchored. We admired the boat wery 
much. I thought that if I were to come to America, I would like to 
come on this same boat. I said goodbye to my father and I saw the 
poat disappeared from view and I wondered how long it would be be~ 
fore I could go on a boat to America. 

"Two months later I received a letter from my father. He 
Peta een na ida Tandea savely ip California. He esta too that 
he had almost forgotten how to speak English. He sent me many 
pictures of Oakland and San Francisco. Some of these pictures 
were greatly admired. ‘There were scenes of Lake Merritt, Golden 
Gate Park, and tall buildings in San Francisco. 

"In the American movies I saw many times scenes of tall 
skyscrapers, crowds of people, and beautiful homes. I heard some- 
thing about the beautiful country of America. I heard about the 
public schools, the good living, and also that there were many 
positions for schoolboys. These thoughts made me think of this 
country time after time. 

"hen my father wrote to me one day informing me that he 
wanted me to come over. I wag very happye I said to my mother 


LS 
that when I land in America I would go to school. I would like to 
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earn some money for spending purposes. I would not like to spend 
father's money when I was here. I thought it was very easy to get 
a position. 

"Right after I graduated from Senior High School I came over. 
I came over in July. I said goodbye to all of my friends and my 
family. As the boat started to sail I felt a lump in my throat 
and I was both happy and sad at the same time. Sad because 1 am 
leaving my own country, happy because 1 am coming over to this 
golden land. 

"T\was alone on the boat. I did not know anybody on the ship. 
But a few days at sea and I made the adquaintance of many friends. 
On the third day we arrived in Shanghai. I did not go ashore as 
at that time there was a certain désease raving in a certain section 
of the city. A few days later we arrived in Kobe. It is one of 
the important cities inc gapans The ship stayed there until the 
next morning. At night it was very hot and no one could Sleep. 
Soon we were in Yokohoma, another important city of Japan. We 
were on our way again. ilany days later we arrived in Honolula. 
The weather had shaneeae The waves were rising and the air was 
extremely cold. 

"Many people got ashore, but I was not among those. I. was 
a newcomer. The tourist came back on the boat with a great deal 
of pineapple. We reached San Francisco in five days. 

. TL CEE NR Bie arrive in San ¥rancisco} " everybody 
was saying. that no one wanted to go to sleep. Almost everyone 
went up on the deck and waited. ify heart was full with happiness 
and gladness. 


"San Franciseo came into sight early the next morning. 
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The city was like what I had. picture in my mind. fhe streets were 
steep like those in Hong Kong. 

"Then all of the newcomers went over to Angel Island. I 
stayed there for two weeks. When they said that I had my freedom 
to get into the region of the United States in August 26, my father 
came and brought me to the city. I ane many of my father's friends. 
One Chinese boy talked to me in English and I did not know what he 
was talking about. Everything seemed strange to fen 

"That night my father took me over to Oakland. I saw that 
the streets were wide and level. Oakland made a better impression 
on me than San Brancisco. I went home with my father. iie lived 
on Bight Street. 

"Three wecks later I went to the Lincoln School. ‘There were 
two rooms for the boys and girls who came from a foreign country. 
One was roo 12, the other was room 14, I went into room 12 at 
first, but I aid not understand what our teacher was sayings 350 
I was always bothering my friends to tell me what the teacher said. 

"On Saturdays and Sundays my father took me to visit places 
like Lake Merritt, Neptune Beach, and the Golden Gate Park. 

I went to see my big brother early one morning. He lived in Mary- 
ville. # visited Haywood, Sacramento, and Stockton. 1 visited 
also Stanford University. 

"Months later my father received a letter from mother saying 
that she wished my father and my younger brother to go back. she 
said that I could stay here if I wished. Only a few days had 
passed since my father afd brother had gone. | 

"Right now I am in the Low sightierade. I planned to go to 


the Oakland High School next term as I am working near there. 
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The Lincoln School had a very peculiar way of treating oriental 


foreigners. ‘fost of these foreigners graduate from the school much 
quicker than the Chinese boys who are born here. Not because they 
are brighter or more intelligent. The fact is that most foreigners 
the Chinese especially, come over when they are quite old. 5o the 
school let them go from one class to another. It doesn't matter if 
the pupil does not pass his grade convincingly. He graduate just 
the same. So that it is not surprizing to know that this boy is 
nearing graduation in spite of the fact that he had been here less 
than a yeare 

Phere sre some boks in the school who are over nine}teen. 
Some are as old as twenty-two. As 8 rule these boys, once they 
graduated from the grammar school, doesnot go to the junior high 
or senior high. ‘They just wanted to know how to speak and they 
are satisfied. 

But this boy is among one of those who wished to know moree 
So he is going to further his education by going to the Vakland 
High School. He is living with another family. ‘That is he is 
working at a school job in which room and board are prbvided. 

Without doubt someday he will return to China to do business. 
Ow he might stay over here for his commercial career. But now 
he is studing the English language with effort. He really wanted 
to be successful in his venture and when he returned he wished to 


ghow his gother that the time he spent here was not for naught. 
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ANCIENT AND MODERN MARRIAGE 


Perhaps there is no such thing as an ancient marriage, or a modern 
marriage. Merriage is the bringing together of a male and female, making 
it legal for them to live together, to have children, and to live in 
heavenly bliss. The customs and methods of petting married are too 
involved for us to even attempt to write about them, There are ancient 
and modern ways of getting married, as traditions change and people 
change along with them, 

In the days of the cave man, influenced perhaps by the Clark Gable 
sex appeal, our great great grandfathers wandered hither and thither until 
he landed a dame somehow, somewhere, And when the stork began to pay his 
regular visits, perhaps he was a little astounded at his accomplishments 
and was so happy with results that he probably began passing cigars to 
his nearby comrades, Only they had no cigars in those days, and perhaps 
they did nothing of that sort. But anyhow as civilization progressed, 
forward let us hove, people became more intelligent and wiser, and old 
traditions and customs gave way to the newer movements. 

Somehow by some sort of supernatural power, people became to be 


formed into certain groups and races and from them spring more rules, 
< 


traditions and customs, adding to the whole mess of civilized education, 
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"And even today we can be quite certain in saying that many groups of 


people stili follow the old and obsolete form of worship, of following 
the different customs, Or they still followed the same customs, only 
in a more modern form with much of the ancient frills eliminated, and 
many added, 

Today in most civilized countries, a couple can get married only 
after the clergy had made a profit on the transaction, In other 
countries where civilization is still e thing in the fer away future, 
strange and ominous things could happen, As in Greenland, where it is 
perfectly natural for one man to trade wives with another, Perhaps it 
is not in Greenland, but it one of those countries where they always 
have snow. (For proof, see picture "Eskimo.") 

And while our modern maidens blushed in the darkness of the 
cinema halls, provided of course, that the rouge is not too prominent 
to hide the blush, we sit and gaze at the wonders of the other side 
of the world, and yet at the same time, we only come to know ourselves 
better. For not only in other countries does this sort of thing happen, 
Surely in this so called civilized country, events:of the same kind 
happen, and perhaps others more shocking and vulgar than the exchanging 
of wives. 

Only in one country you are known as a good companion and in the 
other, you are a fallen woman, a disgrace to society, a person not worthy 
of being called a woman, That's the only difference, no more, 

Everything is this world is sexed, otherwise there would be no life, 
no love. And no people. And being of different sex it is only natural 
that the male and female should get together one way or another, ind. the 
right way is marriage, and not the other, 

In some countries, a man just takes a woman, and she becomes his 


wife. In other countries a man takes many women, and they become his wives, 
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In some other countries, a man spends his life earning money, and spends 
it all for a wife, and probably would drop stone dead into his grave, 
and never make that much again, 

Many things happen in this mad game of marriage. A boy could be 
betrothed to a girl not yet born, A brother could marry a sister, (it has 
happened), A man can have as many wives as he wishes, A woman can also 
have as many husbands as she wishes, that is, as long as the timid and 
good for nothing husband knows nothing about it. They usually don't, 
And if they do, so much better for the undertaker, 

But to come back to more specific examples, we will take China as 
an example of what is going on, the manner and see in which people unite 
thems@lves as man and wife, A mother who has a daughter either blind or 
deaf would probably have a very hard time in finding a suitable husband 
for the girl, and you can rest assured that the eligible young man has 
as easy time avoiding her, So the frantic mother usually gives her 
daughter away to anyone that wishes to take her, usually an old man,poor 
but honest, And the mother would receive nothing for her at all. The 
husband promises to take care of the wife and see that she is well care 
for. Some marriages are as easy as that, 

Others are more involved, taking into consideration of great sums 
of money, and more money, And also a lot of minute and extravagant 
details of the most unimportant things, Important to the parties con- 


cerned, however slight they might be, 
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And once more the story of a hocamé over here 
to make a living pops up again. We have come to the conclu- 
sion that Chinese people regard America as the only promised 
land in which a person could make a living. 

Most of the incidents of his life is routine. He was, 


as expected, born in a little villsge. It is very strange 


that almost everyone who come to this land was born in a little 


hamlet. Perhaps people born in the cities of China do not mi- 
grate like the people in the hamlets, or else the stork is not 
doing his customary worke 

The mother of the young man died a few months after 
the birth of the boy. The cause of the death was said to be 
the weakened condition of the mother which came as 4 resalt 
of childbirth. Not long after the birth of the baby the mother 
attended a celebration. The day was windy and cold. She caught 
sick and died not long afterwards. The little baby was but a 
few months old then. 
| The grandmother, who was alive then, took care of the 
little boy. And he thrived and grew up in the little hamlet. 
He went to school there and when he was older he went to the 
city to study. He studged for six long hard years. Completing 
his work there, he left school and found himself a position. 
Due to his laziness he did not work long. His father was an 
opium smoker and 4 gambler and he did not set a good example 
for the boy. Although the father knew that he was not doing 
the right thing he did his best to prevent his son from 
doing tue same. But the saying "like father like son" pre- 
vailed. The son could not help himself. And little by little 
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the son associated himself to companions who indulged their 
time in pleasure and in gambling. The boy even went as far 
as to smoke a little opium now and then. And luckily for him 
he aid not made a habit out of it. When he came over here to 
The United States he completely break the habit and have not 
as yet gone back to it. 

This continous dissipation of time and energy proved 
to be a barrier to the boy's advancement in life. 

As a result he did not go 80 a far in the business 
world. Now the boy's father really wanted his boy to be a 
suecessful man. He sincerely did not wish that his son 
followed in his own footsteps. The father has a brother over 
in Oskland and it was soon arranged that the boy was to 
come ee to live. The father hough? that perhaps over here 
the boy would change and drop some of his bad acts. 

The young man landed in er tss in 1929. By his appearance 
it was evident that he did not lead a very healthful life. 

He was nineteen when he came over. He is almost twenty-five 
now. And the people who took care of him are phanning to 

get him a wife (an old Chinese custom). Ever since coming 
over the boy has really changed. He does not smoke or gamble 
as much as he used to do in his early days in China. His 
health is mach better. And he is getting tobe so fat that 
people are calling him nickmames because of his plumbness. 

When the boy first arrived here he brought with him all 
of his customary ‘habits. He went over to San Francisco once a 
week and stayed there over night. He sleep at late hours and 


wake up late. He gambled at mah jong and it is & common 
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thing to know that he lost so much and won so much at the game. 
Onee he even went to an opium shop 3nd got so sick that ever 
since he has completely dropped going there. 
Now this boy is another one of those Chinese boys who 

did not know a single word of the English language. He went 
to the Lincoln School and joined a special class of students 
composed mostly of oriental students. This class was started 
for the purpose of teaching immigrants the English language. 
As this class was gostly comoosed or alsost wholly made up of 
Chinese and Japanese the teacher taught the subject very slowly 
so that the students will be able to understand perfectly what 
they are heady ines 

The boy's laziness began to blossom forth anew. He could 
not eoncéntrate on the subject. He dropped from the school 
after two semesters there. He went to work. He worked in a little 
grocery store that was owned by & friend. Because the work 
was lonesome he left and he found himself snother job. He 
worked next in a lottery shop. This kind of work was dangerous 
and he quitted. He decided then and there that in order sola 
something worthwhile he would have to learn a defingte trade. 
-Sinee the man with whom he was living with was a tailor he 
decided to learn how to insake clothes. He learned the profession 
and he has been working at the shop ever since. 

Another fact about this young man was the epenaine 
habit in him. He spent every cent he made . He brought a great 
deal of new clothes. 

Now to go back to his childhood for awhile. iihen his | | \ of 
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mother died the family burned the pictures of the dead ( . 
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womane The soh did not know what his mother look like until 
he came over to America. The people over here are not as su- 
perstitious as the people back there and they kept a picture 
of the woman. It was only then the boy knew what his mother 
‘look like. 

Before the boy came over here the poy's father wrote 
a letter to the people who was to take care of him. In the 
lettter the father deseribea the te character and doings of 
the boy and the people over here knew that they have a pro-~ 
blem on their hands. 

The first few months the people had a hard time con- 
trolling the boy. Since the boy was not their own son, it 
was extremely difficult to expect discipline from him. Bat 
bit by bit he changed and he was really surprised that he did 
change. And he began to save money whieh came ss a great sure 
prise to everyone. 

Now this boy made the acquaintance of a young girl 
living in the aouery’. The girl is still going to high school. 
And the girl's aéthertdoes not wish to have the girl marry too 
goon. And the young man szgrees to weit a few yesrs until the 
girl shall be finished with her work. 

On holidays the boy go jnto the country to see her. 

And to even things up the young woman comes out to see the boy 
during the s¢ehool semesters.when there is no school. 

#n the mean time the young man continued his saving of 
money and he even cut out smoking so as to have more in the 
bank. When he gets enough he would marry the girl and spend 


the money that was gathered up during the years of hard work 


and gives it one grend and glorious fling. 
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The boy's original intention was to go back to China 
to get marry. He changed his mind because the people over here 
thought that it would be a better plan if he married over here. 

It is not a easy thing for a Chinese to get marry. 
There are all sorts of complications. There has to be a 
&0- between whose duty it is to introduce the couple. And 
the boy has to have to have the approval of the girl's 
father and mother. Then there is the matter of the money to 
be settled. Also the horoscopes of the two persons, who are 
taking the fatal step, have to compared to see if they are 
satisfactory or not. 

In China whenever a person is married there are all 
kind of celebration and customs to he followed. And it is 
very common to know that 3 person spent as much as two or 
three thousand dollars in order to get marry. 

The young man has saved enough to take care of a wife. 
But he could not afford to spend it foolishly for all sorts of 
silly and unecessary celebrations. 

Fortunately the Chinese people in America do not 
follow rigidly the old marry customs of the old country. 

But they do retain ehoubh of the customs to give it a typical 
Chinese atmosphere. 

The mothers of the brides as a rule wants to impress 
their neighbors and friends as to the wealth of their sons- 
in-law. And it is s common thing to hear gossSipping over 
the back yard fences as to how many trunks of eettres the 
bride received or how many pieces of jewels she got. 

Even in a poor family, if they had a daughter who are 
going to be wedded, the family always put up a front so as 


to impress their friends. 
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To know that a mother spent almost her life fortune 
so that the daughter is properly married is a very common 
occurence. 

The boy's decision in deciding to get marry over 
here is perhaps a wise move. Without a doubt he could save a 
lot of unecessary spending of money. 

Now all of this information was not told to me by 
the boy himself, It would be too much of a confession. 

I know the boy only slightly but the people who took care 
of him were old friends of mine. And they told the story 
to me. 

I think that I have not gotten any personal touches 
of the boy. The ne and I chatted one Eee erneon and I 
learned quite a lot from him. Through the cooperation of 
him and the people who took care of him I finally got 
enough material to put it in an interview. 

The first thing he talked abont was speed. 

"Everything over here is done so quickly and fininshed 
so completely that before one is aware of it the whole thing 
is through. \vhen I arrived in San Francisco from my trip 
I was impressed by the rushing back énd forth of the streets 
ears, the people, the taxi, and the automobiles. The people 
seemed to be rushing rushing somewhere. What a complete 
difference it is to the little villages. There everyining 
goas on just the same. Nothing ever happened. In their 
activities Chinese people are snails compared to the Americans. 
People just gobble their meals. No eating or swallowing just 
gobbling. In China the men folks. takes from fi've to ten 


minutes in drinking a glsss of wine. In that time most people 
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here would have eaten their breakfast and lunch." 

"You have been to the cities of China, you must have 
been used to the speed." 

"It is true that the cities are quickercand more active 
than the sleeping villages. But the speed we see over here 
beats everything that I have seen." 

I was very inquisitive as to the reason for his trip 
here. Instead of the familiar answer of making 'a living and 
coming over to study he simply asid, "Well, because I wanted 
tos I wished to see what America is like. I heard a lot about 
this country. I want so take a trip all over this land.” 

Woe is me. Here I was born over here in California and 

OS there are streets and places in this little city that 
I still do not know existed. 
= I was sure that he could point out differences in the 
living between the two countries by comparisons. 

He said, "I noticed that the boys over here are not so 
inclined to smoke or gamble as we who are born in-China. 
People lead amore healthful life here. They do not sleep 
late and gamble like the Chinese eons in China." 

"Do you think that you are better off here in the 
United States than in China?" 

"I think that my coming over is of great advantage to 
mes 1 did not think that I could change over so completely 
as I have done. If only for the fact that I did change I 
think that my trip here is a great success." 

"What do you think of America?" 

"I think t hat America is a fine place to live. The 
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climate is very satisfactory. In China when it is hot, it 

16 very hot. When it is cold, it is very cold. Sometimes. 
Le FS os 

in the night it is so heed that it is eae to sleep. 

Over here in Galifornia even if the day is Bard in the eve- 

ning the cool breeze from yy ocean cools the air and make 

it possible for the people to sleep." 

"What are your future plans?" 

"I intend to stay in America for many more years. 
After I married I plan to take ay wife back to China for a 
Seip.” 

This young man if he had not come over here would 
probably develop into a good for nothing person. Luckily for 
him his father has the insight to send him over here. Now 
the young man has changed a great deal. And America is the 
cause of this change. In this land he became renovated and 


he should be grateful for it.’ 
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And once more the story of a man who came over here to 
make iting Bore soeeetiy We have come to the conclusion 
that Chinese people regard America as the’ only promised land 
in whieh a person could make a living. . 

Most of the incidents of his life is routine, He was, 


as expected, born in a little village. It 18 very strange 


that almost everyone who come to this land Was born in a little 
hamlet. Perhaps people born in the cities of China do not mi- 


grate like the people in the hamlets," or else the stork is not 


doing his customary work. 

The mother of the young mang died a few months after the 
birth of the boy. The eause of the death was said to be the 
weakened condition of the mother which came as a result of 
ehildbirtna. Not long after the birth of the baby the mother 
attended a celebration. The day was windy and wa | che 
caught sick and died not long ay cetwardee ane Little baby 
was but a few newts old ‘then. 

The grandmother, who Was alive then, took care of the 
little boy and he thrived and erew up in the little hamlet. 
He went to school there and when he was older he went to the 
Clty to study. He studies for six long hard years. Complet- 


ing his work there, he left school and found himself a posi- 


‘tion. Due to his laziness he did not work long. His father 


Was an opium smoker and a gambler and he did not set a good 
example for the boy. Although the father knew that he was. . 


not doing the right thing he did his best to prevent his son 


trom doing the same . But the saying “like father like son" 
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prevailed. ‘the son could not help himself. Little by little 
the son associated himself to companions who indulged their 
time in pleasure and in gambling. ‘rhe boy even went as far 

as to smoke a little opium now and then. Luckily for him he 
did not make a habit out of it. When he came over here te the 
United States he completely broke the habit and has not gone 
back to it yet. . 

this continuous dissipation of time and energy proved to 
be a barrier to the boys advancement in life. 

As a result he did not go so very far in the business 
world. Now the boy's father réally wanted his boy to be a 
successful man. He sincerely did not wish that his son fol- 
lowed in his own footsteps. ‘the father has a brother over in 
Oakland and it. was soon arranged that the boy was to come 
over to live. ‘rhe father thought that perhaps over here the 
boy would change and drop some of his bad Bets) 

‘Yhe youne man landed in America in 1929. By his appear- 
ance it was evident that he did not lead a very healthful Tite. 
He was nineteen when he came over. He is almost twenty-five 
now and the people who took care of him are planning to get 
him awife (the old Chinese custom). Ever since coming over 
the boy has really changed. He does not smoke So Mamete as 
much as he used to do in his early days in China. His health 
is much better. He is getting to be so fat that people are 
calling him nicknames because of his plumpness. 

When the boy first arrived here he brought with him all 


of his customary habits. He went over to San Francisco once 


a week and stayed there over nizht. He sleep at late hours 
(rye 
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thing to know that he lost so much and won so much at the game. 


Once he even went to an opium shop and got so sick that ever 


since he has completely dropped going there. 

Now this boy is another one of those Chinese boys who 
did not know a single wort of the English languege. He went 
to the Lincoln School and joined a special elass lof students) 
composed mostly of oriental students. ‘this class was started 
for the purpose of teaching immigrants the English language. 
As this class was [mostly composed or}elnost wholly made up of 
Chinese and Japanese the teacher taught the sub ject very slow- 
ly so that the students Lyi1t)be able to understand perfectly 
what they are studying. 

Te boy's laziness began to blossom forth anew. He could 
not concentrate on the subject. He dropped from the school 


after two semesters there. He went to work. He work ced in-a 


little grocery store that was owned by a friend. Because the 


work was lonesome he left and he found himself another job. 


He worked next in a lottery shop. This kind of work was dan- 
serous and he quit. He’ decided then and there that in order 
to do something worth while he would have to learn a definite 
trade. Since the tian with whom he was living with was 4 
taibor he decided to learn how to make clothes. He learned. 
the profession and he has been working at the shop ever since. 

Another fact about this young man was the spending habit 
in him. He pene every cent he made. He bought a great deal 
of new clothes. | 

Now to 20 back to his childhood for awhile. When his 


mother died the family burned the pictures of the dead woman. 
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The son did not know what his mother looked like until -he 


came over to America. he people over here are not as super- 
Stitious as the people back there and they kept a picturecéf 
the seks it was only then the boy knew what his mother Look- 
ed like. 

Before the boy came over here the boy's father wrote a 
Letter, te vbhe people who were to take care of hiz. In the 
letter the father described the character and doings of the 
boy and» the people over here knew that they had a problem 
on their hands. , 

The first few months the people had a hard time controll- 
ing the boy. Since the boy was riot their own son it vas ex- 
tremely difficult to expect discipline from him. But bit by 
bit he changed and he was really surprised that he did change, 
He began to save money which came as a great Surprise to 
everyone. 

Now this boy made the acquaintance of a young girl Liv- 
ing in the country. ‘he girl is still going to high school 
and the girl's mother does not wish to have the girl marry to 
soon. The young man agrees to wait a few years until the girl 
shall be finished with her work. 

On holidays the boy goes into the country to see her and 
to even things up the young woman comes out to see the boy 
during the school semesters when there is no school. 


in the meantime the young man continued his Saving of 


4 


money and he/even cut out smoking so as to heve more in the 

3 re ae 
bank. When he gets enough helwouldjmar:y the girl and spend. 
the money that was gathered up during the years of hard work 


| nd aives it Jone grand and glorious fling. 


P40 ae is not an easy chives for a Chinese to ret married. 
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Mica ties faa sorts of complications. ‘Yhere has to be a go 

> : 

between whose duty it is to introduce the couple and the doy 
has to have the approval of the girl's mother and father. 
Then there is the matter of the money to be settled. Also 
the horoscopes of the two persons, who are taking the fatal 
step have to be compared to see if they are satisfactory or 

'not. . , 

i In china, whenever a person is married there are all 
kinds of celebration and customs to be followed end it is 
very common to know that a person spent as much as two or 
three thousand dollars in order to get married. 

i The young man has saved enough to take care of a wife. 

But he could not afford to spend it foolishly for all sorts 

‘of silly and unecessary celebrations. | 

Fortunately the Chinese people in America do not fol- 
low rigidly the old marriage customs of the old country but 
they do retain enough of the customs to give it a typical ° 
Chinese atmosphere. 

Pe : The mothers of the prides, as a rule, want' to impress 

their neighbors and friends as te the wealth of their Sonex 


| in-lew and it is a common thing to hear gossping over the 
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’ To/know) that a mother poeae almost her life fortune so 


< 


y 
that. the daughter is properly married is a very common occur- 


ence. 

the Boy's decision im deciding to get married over here 
is perhaps {&) wise Hove. Without a doubt he could save a lot 
of unecessary spending of money. 

Now all of this information was not told to me by the 
boy himself. Lt would be too much of a confession. I know 
the boy only slightly but the people who took care of him 
we old friends of mine and they told the story to me. 
| I think that 1 have not gotten any personal touches of 
the boy. ‘The boy and 1 chatted one afternoon and I learned 
quite a lot Sivas him. Through the cooperation of him and the 
people who took care of him | finally got enough material to 
put it in an interview. 

the first thing we talked about was speed. 

"Everything over here is done so quickly and Piniened so 
completely that before one is aware of it the whole thing is 
through. When I arrived in San Francisco from my trip I was 
impressed by the rushing back and forth of the street cars, 
the people, the taxi, and the automobiles. 'Yhe people seémed 


ter 


to’ be rushing somewhere. What a complete difference it is to 
the little villages. there everything gzoes on just the same. 
Nothing ever happened. In their activities Chinese people are 
snails compared to the Americans. People just gobble their 
meals. No eating or swallowing just gobbling. In China the 
men folks take from five to ten minutes in drinking:a glass 


of wine. in that time most people here would have eaten their 


breakfast and lunch." 
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‘true that the cities are quicker and more active 


in the sleeping villages. But the speed we see over hear 


* beats everything that I have seen." 
ad 


\ I was very inquisitive as to the reason for his trip 


_ here. Instead of: the familiar answer of making a living and 

coming over to study he simply said, "Well, bec use I wanted 

to. I wished to see what America is like. I heard a lot 

je about this country. I want to take a trip all over this land." 
Woe is me. Here I was born over here. in California and 

yet there are streets and places in this little city that I 


™) still do not know existed. 


a2 t . I was sure that he would point out differences in the 
"living between the two countries by comparisons. 
; He seid, “I moticed that the boys over here are not so 
inclined to smoke or gambleas we who are born in.China. 
People lead a more healthful life here. They do not sleep 
late and sable like the Chinese people im China.* 

"Do you think that you are better off here in the United 
States than in China?” 

"I think that my coming over is of great advantage to me. 
\ I did not think that I could change ovr so completely as I 
have done. if only for the fact that I did chan ete think 
_ that my trip here is a creat success." 
a! ; "What do you think of America?" 
ae "od that America is a fine place to live. ‘the 

7 ‘tory. In China when it is hot, it. ' 


Sometimes » 
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“the Reel breeze from the ocean cools the air and make 


nk even if the day is hot in the evening 


s it 


oD, “possible for the people to sleep." 
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“What areyour future plans?" 


"T intend to stay in America for many more years. After 


yo plan 3o" take my wife back to China for a trip.” 


This young man if he had not come over here would prob- 


ably developed into a good—for—nothing person. huckily for 


him his father had the insight to send him over.here. Now 


tne young man has changed a great deal. America is the cause 


of this change. In this land he became renovated and he foula 


pe grateful for it. 


Mother and Son 


plat ve Time is a quek-change affair. 


oe Ae : 
Nea __ & fate thet clings to oney pushing one up the ladder of success or drageing 
i SR : 
ae one down the path of suffering. 
iy all of us at one time or the other has experienced the ectasy of success 
A and suffered the despair of failure. 
A successful porson has the 2008 fortme to enjoy the happiness of life while 
fae his more unfortunate brothers struggled along hoping for the bright line that 


pt come sooner or later. ‘The stor, of a mother and her son is fulzy illustrated 
to show that fate is cruel and unmerciful aiming to aid or to destroy. 
The tine is 1926. ‘The people is a family of three. The scene changed, now the 
family is but two. During the interval of eight years @ great Change has came over 
the family. Heartaches, joys, suffsrings, and deep despair sre but a few of the 
stepping stones to the woah coz 1954. 

Sow in a little house lived two persons. A mother and & Son. wo more 
years and the son will graduate from high school/ 1926. A year of richness 
and spending. A year in which no one knows the word poverty. A year in which 
everyone is glad that he is alive in this world. Little dreaming whet the future 
years Will bringe 1934, A year of poverty. A year of darkness. A year in which 


years that 
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everyone whet it is to be hungray. Little drcaming of the goldern 
had gone bye 

Let us go back eight short years and put ourselves in the scone. We seo a 
mother working at the telephone company. \e see a man working at the department 
store in SeFe We also see a little boy going to school with a smile on his faces 
All that the observer will see is peace and happiness. Life continued for many 
years like this. 

low three years passed bye We see 3 woman and a man unemployed. e still see 
a little boy going to school but without the smile. 

For an important thing that happened. People do not employ men to work any 


aks moree Nor wollen. Andthis family were among: those in the unfortunste class to be 
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aifectsd. The incane for the family for many years hes been a hundred and sighty 
dollars monthly. Now the income is next to nothing. 

During the years of prosperity the family has taken many UPipSe Travel ling 
was 8 pastime to them. The family has travelled back snd forth between America 


and the land of Pagodas. And it wad during the lest trip that the cruel hand 


of fate striked with a mighty hand. 
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It was after the lasttrip that the man in the family died from a strange 
and sudden illness. The woman and the boy were left alone in the world. 
Fortunately the man has taken a policy in life insurance just a few months 
prior to his unfortunste death. He must have known that the end is near when 
he did thet. And the family of the two today is living on the insurance. 
There sre all sort of people in this ~orld. Somehave been through adventures 
that lingered in their memories. Others lead just an ordinary life. Wo excitement 
in their life... Still others spend their life traveling and going to foreizn 
land. The woman belonged to the latter class. Since she has but ono child she 
could afford to travel as much as she used to doe The wanen has lived in 
California for almost twenty five years. She traveled here and there. But 
Caaifornia is the place she called home. She has been to Chines on six different 
occasionS.e 

The lady is forty-five. Her son is seventeen. The husband died in the prime 
of ife. Just thirty-five. The woman is born in Chins. ‘The man is Deer in the 
UeS. After their marriage the husband wife came over and a son was born to then 
not long afterwards. When the son was but a few years old the family brought him 
back for a trip. And in the interval of every two years the family took a trip 
back. “ven when the boy was going to school the mother and fsther mai6é the trip 
alone and the boy stayed with a cousin over here to eontin nue his worke 

But the boy did make a trip back once and he n missed a whole year of school 


But he made up for it after coming back. ‘the family because it is not large 


managed to get along very well. The man and woman both worked. The wananwes a 


telephone operator. Ghat was many years ago. ‘The city of Oakland then did not 
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2 of the fact that the woman made a tot of money she did not ‘Spend much on 
A hersel?, The son was the apple of her eye and he was the one to be fortunate to 
be the receiver of the good things that money can buy 
a ®he mother and father were very thrifty end they saved ups great deal of 
as compensations. It was @ good thing for them that they did save for it was 
Be. same money that later saved them from maine hunery. 
i after three years of tedious work as s telephone operator the woman gave up 
the fob. Shat lett only the husband who elone had a steady job. But later he too 
. 7h lost his job. And the family did not know what to does During the lean dente 
of pe, eae the family was careful in the spending of money. ‘The husband 
could not stand the dresry hours of unemployment. He kmew that he must be in 
some sort of business as he knew that he could not continue like this indefinitely. 
At this time they bought a smali meat store up in Piedmont and they also 
ny moved up there to live. 
i The store was just a little bit of a place but in st is a fortune. Besides 
selling meat the store sells groceries, vegetables, and other eatablo stuff 
The man came down to Oskland everyday to buy the meat and the wanan took 
care of the store. fhe enterprises wes a.success. ‘The store made money and the 
5 ‘family were once more out of the red. 


ot) The family lived in Piemont for three years. Now it was about time for the 
71 
VS 


ary ) ¥ 
f 7 “fenily to take another trip back to China. ‘he man sold his store. ‘This time 
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» aes the son sccompenied his father and mother back. ‘They stayed but one year which 


bk, 7 is the ‘Limit of time that they could stay. They came back the following year end 
" ees. ' - i \y oe 
they prongs: Bok mete amusing stories. Listen to this one: (he woman is talking) 


to Shonghat for a moe We went to one of the pest hotels in 
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except thet from the top of ea vells to the ceiling there is a 


“serees nailed down so that no one could Siiah ever sven_if he wanted $0. 
"Rood was very expensive. If we want a bite to eat before going to bed it 
ot is 

would cost us from one to two dollars. ‘specially those travelling restaurants. 
tate 


se travelling restaurants are a one man affairs The man fixes the meal for 
you right in the streets. After he finishes with you he goes to another house and 


‘serves wh mever wishes to buy. I tried to save a few dollars for spending but I 
(Vea 
was never able to do it successfully. Once I had a few dollars saved up and I was 
y 

going to use it for buying little odd things such as candy, fancy cakes and whatnots. 
¥ ’ 


; 
But my son caught a cold that was rather serious and I spent the whole amount for 
me 
the doctor biil," \ 
"Is your son working?" 


"Wo, he goes to school and after school he goes to another schoole He does not 
i \ ee 

Le Lo * : . * * 

ss ‘have much time for working. Besdies the insurance is enough to take care the two 

- 
of use We get seventy five dollars every month. Deducting the rent we have about 


forty dollars to spend for food, clothes, and other little necessitiss." 
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"Do you find it hard to get along on seventy five do.lars a month?" 

*It is enough if no one gets sick. "“henever anyone of us get ill we have to 

a economize in order to pay the bill. She continued, "The two of us live alone. “e 
Like not enterain much a go out much. Sometimes when 1 see my son sitting alone and 
has nothing to do, I give him same money to go to the show. I do not care cor ShowSe 
qT stayed home alone and read a little. I have seen used to the loneliness. I do 

5 ll care to travel as much as I used to do. I am just satisificed to settle down." 

; "How long have you been living on seventy five dollars 3 month?" 

i aie i, death of my husband. It is away fortunate that we have the 
ance otherwise I do not know what do do. We: have the insurance otherwise I do 


oalth is ‘not sa good as it used to bee And my son does — 
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Mother and Son - ava 
‘Vv Y / 


Time is a quick-change affair. 
A fate that clings to one, pushing one up the ladder 
of success or dragging one down the path of suffering. 

All of us at one time or the other has experienced the 
ectascy of success and suffered the despair of failure. 

A sucesssful person has the good fortune to enjoy the 

happiness of life while his more unfortunate brothers struggled 
along hoping for the bright light that must come sooner or 
later. 

The story of a mother and her son is fully illustrated 
to show that fate is cruel and unmerciful aiming to aid or to 
destroy. 

The time ts 1926. The people is a family of three. 

The scene changed. Now the family is but two. 

During the interval of eight years a great change’has 
come over the family. Heartaches, joys, sufferings and deep 
despair are but a few of the stepping stones to the year 1934. 

Now in a little house lived two persons. A: mother and 
a sone Two more years and the son will graduate from high 
school. 

1926. A year of richness and spending. A year in 
which no one knows the word poverty. A year in which every- 
one is glad that he is mii ve in this world. Little dreaming 
what the future years will bring. 

1934. <A year of poverty. A year of darkness. A year 
in which everyone what it is to be hungry. Little dreaming 
of the golden years that had gone by. 


Let us go back eight short years and put ourselves in 
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the scene. We see a mother working at the telephone company. 
We see a man working at the department store in San Francisco. 
We also see a Teast ee to school with a smile on his face. 
All that the ohee cee will see is peace and happiness. Life 
continued for many years like this. 

Now three years passed by. We see & woman and a man 
unemployed. We still see a little boy going to school but 
without the smile. 

For an important thing had happened. People do not 
employ men to work any more. Nor women. And this family were 
among those in the unfortunate class to be erreatede: 

The income for the family for many years has been a 
hundred and eighty dollars monthly. Now the income is next to 
nothing. | 

During the years of prosperity the family has taken many 
trips. Traveling was a pastime to them. The family has tra- 
veled back and forth between America and the land of Pagodas. 

And it was during the last trip that the cruel hand of 
fate striked with a mighty hand. 

It was after the last trip that the man in the family 
died from a strange and sudden illness. ‘The woman and the 
boy were left alone in the world. Fortunately the man has 
taken a policy in life insurance just a few months prior to his 
unfortunate death. He must have known that the end is near 
when he did that. And the family of two today is living on 
the insurance. 

There are all-sort of people in this world. Some have 


hte through adventures that lingered in their memories. 


Others lead just an ordinary life. No eeaigenent’ in their life. 
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Still others spend their life traveling and going to foreign 
dand.: ». \ | 
Peds The woman belonged to the latter class. Since she has 
put one ehild she could afford to travel. Ever since the death 
of her Rusband, she did not travel as much as she used to do. 
The woman has, lived in California for almost twenty-five 
years. She sraveied here and there. But California is the 


place she called home. She has been to China on six different 


occasions. 


The lady is forty-five. Her son is seventeen. The 
husband died in the prime of life. Just thirty-five. 

The woman is born in China. The man is born in the 
United States. After their marriage the husband snd wife 
came over and a son was born to them not long afterwards. 

When the son was but a few years old the family brought 
him back for a trip. And in the interval of every two years 
the Pani i ookes a trip back. Even when the boy was going to 
school the mother and father made the trip alone and the boy 
stayed with a cousin over here to continue his work. 

But the boy did make a trip back once and he missed a 
whole year of school. But he made up for it after coming back. 

The family because it is not large managed to get along 
very well. The man and the woman both worked. The woman was 
a telephone operator. That was many years ago. The city of 
Oakland then did not have the dial telephone. Her wages was 
eighty dollars a month. The husband worked in the department 
store in the city and he got over a hundred dollars a monthe 


The son was showered with toys and playthings and new clothes. 
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Now in spite of the fact the the woman made a lot of 
money she did not spend much on herself. The son was the 
apple of her eye and he was the one to be fortunate to be 
the receiver of the good things that money can bpy. 

The mother and father were very thrifty and they 
saved up a great deal of their compensations. It was a good 
thing for them that they did save for it was this same money 
that later save them from going hungry. 

After three years of tedious work as 4 telephone opera- 
tor the woman gave up the jow. That left only bhe husband 
who alone had a steady job. But later he too lost his job. 
And the family did not know what to do. 

During the lean months of unemployment the family was 
careful in the spending of money, The husband could not 
stand the dreary hours of unemployment. “He knew that he must 
be in some sort of business as he knew that he could not con- 
tinue like this indefinitely. 

At this time they bought a small mest store up in Piemont 
and they also moved up there to live. 

The store was just a little bit of a place but in it 
is a fortune. Besides setling meat the store selled groceries, 
vegetables, and other eatable stuffs. 

The man came down to Oakland everyday to buy the meat 
and the woman took care of the store. 

The enterprise was a success. The store made money 
and the family were once more out of the red. 


The family lived in Piemont for three years. Now it was 


about time for the family to take another trip wack to China. 
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The man sold his store. This time the son accompanied 
his father and mother back. 

They stayed but one year which is the limit of time 
that they could stay. They came back the following year and 
they brought back many amusing stories. 

Listen to this one: (the woman is talking) 

"I remembered going to Shanghai for a trip. We went to 
one of the best hotels in the city. The walls were so low 
that if a person wished to climb up on a table he could see 
elesr over to the next room. We went to another hotel and 
the walls were the same except that from the top of the walls 
to the ceiling there is a wire screen nailed down so that 
no one could climb over even if he wanted to. 

| "Pood was very expensive. If we want a bite to eat 
pefore going to bed it would cost us from one to two dollars/ 
Especially those traveling restaurants. These traveling 
restaurants are a one man affair. The man fixes the meal 
for you right in the streets. After he finishes with you he 
goes to another house and serves whomever Wishes to buy. 
I tried to save a few dollars for spending but I was never 
able to do it successfully. Onde I had a few dollars save up 
and I wae going to use it for buying little odd things such 
as candy, fancy cakes and what nots. But my son caught a cold 
that was rather serious and I spend the whole amount for the 
doctor bill." | 
"Is your son working?" 
"No, he goes to school and after school he goes to another 


school. He does not have much time for workinge Besides the 


insurance is enough to take care the two of us. We get seventy- 
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five dollars every month. Deducting the rent we have about 
forty dollars to spend for food, clothes, and other little 
necessities." | 

"Do you find it hard to get along on seventy-five 
dollars a month?" 

"It {s enough if no one gets sick. Whenever anyone 
of us get ill we have to economize in order to pay the bill. 

She continued, "The two of us live alone. We do not 
entertain mitch or go out much. Sometimes when 1 see my son 
sitting alone and has nothing to do, I give him some money to 
go to the shows. I do not csre for the shows. I stayed home 
alone and read a little. I have been used to the loneliness. 
I do not care to travel as much as I used to do. I am just 
satisfied to settle down.” 

"How long have you been living on seventy- five dollars 
a month?" 

"Svyer since the death of my husband. It is indeed 
fortunate that we have the insurance otherwise 1 do not 
know what to do. My hedith is not so good as it used to be. 
And my son does not have time to do sanyssort of work." 


Here is a family struggling along. What the future 


holds for the two remains to be seen. They have nothing to 


= Aap eel for many years. They are secure and have no 


fear of the big bad wolf as yet. 
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